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In this issue we will share recollections of  Robesonia and the Furnace area.  These sto-
ries were shared with us during various Furnace Festivals.  Several  Senior Citizens 
were interviewed and the Friends are grateful for their sharing of these personal, and 
family memories. We are blessed to live in an area with such a deep, rich history.  It is 
from these stories that we continue to learn and understand more about this unique 
area...Robesonia...and the Furnace that started a town.  Please enjoy these recollec-
tions, courtesy of Verna and Lyman Gerhart and Marian Long. More in following is-
sues. And if these stories bring back any interesting memories, pleases share them with 
the Friends as we are always interested in adding to our archives. 
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Verna said she and Lyman had been “going together” since first grade. She had a pic-
ture of grade school children at the Red Brick School house, later known as the Robe-
sonia School.  At the time it was only a four room school.  She named all those in the 
picture.  (we do not have a copy of this picture, but it was displayed at the festival in 
1989 with the names of the students)   Verna and Lyman both graduated from the Red 
Brick School house.  For entertainment, they went to the Wigwam (Pioneer Hose site) 
to see movies. At the end of every reel, lights were turned on to change the reels. Edna 
Landis and Eugene Klopp played the piano for the movies, with Verna substituting 
now and then.  She took piano lessons in Newmanstown... 

 

Continued on Page Three 



Membership Renewal Form  (Check your mailing label for your current date of membership) 

 
                Date            Telephone Number 
 
 
        Name           Spouse 
 
         
  Street        
 
   
  City                State   Zip 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please make checks payable and send along with Membership Form to Friends of the Robesonia  

Furnace, P.O. Box 162  Robesonia  PA   19551-0162 
Please enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you wish to have a membership card. 

     Yearly Amount Level      One Time Amount Level 
   $ 5.00 ____  Individual  $ 25.00 ____  Contributing  $ 100.00 ____  Life Member 
  $ 10.00 ____  Family   $ 50.00 ____  Sponsor 
        
 *Memberships for 2009 expire Dec. 31, 2009          *All donations are tax deductible 

Yes, please 
call me to  
help with the  
Annual Friends 
of the Robesonia 
Furnace Festival! 
 
Check here: 
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Keith A Rentschler 
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...she went by trolley car from Robesonia to Womelsdorf, and walked from 
there to Newmanstown to the home of Allen Stewart.  Mr. Stewart also had a 
studio in Reading.   
 
Ed Spotts and Al Lauck ran the theatre.  When Verna came to the ticket win-
dow to pay, they told her that her way was already paid.  She would go and 
sit down with some girlfriends, and when it got dark Lyman would come 
over and sit along side her.  Then they would walk home and sit on the front 
porch of her home at 108 W Penn Ave.  After awhile, Lyman’s mother would 
come and call “Lyman, do you know what time it is?” 
Verna was born at 36 N Robeson St.  She had pictures of herself, her parents 
and Leo Moyer. (next door neighbor and brother to Evelyn Coxen)  Leo and 
Evelyn’s mother were  highly intelligent deaf mutes.  The pictures were of the 
Moyer and Kerschner families and deaf mutes gathered from Bernville and 
Reading. 
Verna’s mother, Mary (Mame Fox) Brigel, worked across the street at the 
Cigar Box factory. (this building still exist as a residence on N Robeson St) 
Her work consisted of pasting the paper on a flat strip of board, which was 
then converted into the cigar box shape.  N Robeson St was then called Box 
Street-because of the Cigar Boxes factory located there.  She recalled some of 
the people that lived on that street when she lived there: Liz Werner, Pappy 
and Mammy Fox, Maggie Leininger, Froelichs, Startzers, Danny and Ida 
Wolfe… 
 
Kalbach owned the Cigar Box factory at that time, also owned house on the 
corner of Penn Ave and S Robeson St. (at traffic light with cupola, now 
apartments and chiropractors office)  The house was built for Dr. Conrad 
and his wife.  His wife died and he never moved into the building. 
Lyman carried mail from the train station to the post office. (see the Summer 
of ‘08 Newsletter) No mail deliveries.  Everyone picked up their mail at the 
post office.  First mail man they thought was Dick Powell, who lived at the 
West end of Robesonia. 
Most of the people on N Robeson St worked at the Furnace and would walk S 
Robeson St, past RR depot and then the main road to the Furnace.  There 
was a tavern on the corner of N Robeson St and one on the corner of S Robe-
son St where men from the Furnace would stop for a beer or two…. 
 

Continued on page 4 
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Verna’s father, George J. Brigel, stoked ovens at the Furnace.  Verna and 
Lyman thought that at one time there was a grocery store on the east side of 
S Robeson St, but could not recall the name of the owner.   
Lyman’s father was in the grocery business-Moyer & Gerhart.  Later it be-
came Gerhart and Son.  Lyman worked in the store as a child.  Other work-
ers at one time or another: Aaron Froelich, Frank Neff, Oscar Gromis, Har-
vey Flickinger, Clarence Wenrich.  George Keppley drove truck for deliver-
ies. 
 
Verna and Lyman were married one day in January at Trinity Church.  She 
wore a knee length long torso dress.  Her mother placed ferns at the alter.  
There was no heat in the church.  Only the parents of Verna and Lyman 
were in attendance.  They later had refreshments at parents home on W 
Penn Ave.  Verna’s father built the house at 43 Ruth Ave.  Verna and Lyman 
also resided there, but Verna wanted a home of their own. There was a house 
at the Furnace for sale-not in good shape.  Had been owned by someone from 
Newmanstown.  It was little more than a shell, the windows and other trim 
had been torn out for firewood.  There was no heat, electricity or plumbing. 
It was repaired into a livable dwelling and Lyman had electricity installed 
before they moved into the home. 
 
They recalled Verna had the same room in the Homeopathic Hospital 
(formerly Community General) in reading for each of their 4 children.  The 
cost of the room and Doctors for delivery was the same-$60. 
 
When asked about businesses in Robesonia, they remembered Charles 
Spangler who was the undertaker and also sold furniture (115 E Penn Ave-
formerly Goodwill Store, now CW Mower repair)  And also Mary Ma-
chemer, the only beautician in town.  Verna had a perm there, said they used 
long wires and heat. (Machemer’s Beauty Shop was located at 15 W Penn 
Ave, later became Ney’s Laundromat, now a residence)  They thought Gus 
Baer was the first barber in building next to the bank… 
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A few loose notes... 
 

 

We have decided to shelve the Furnace Festival for the time being. We are 
doing this for several reasons. First, it's hard to get help. Not so much on the 
day of the festival, but with the planning, set up and tear down. The planning 
starts months ahead and the set up starts days ahead. We do plan on having 
some other events.  First of course is the Annual Dinner Meeting on March 
17th. This year, Tom Gerhart will be doing a presentation on his Uncle 
George W Gerhart II'’s extensive collection of pictures and films of the 
Reading Railroad. Many of these shots show pictures of the old train station, 
creamery, water towers, roller mill and freight station which are no longer 
here.  The second event will be May 17th open house. We hope to have a new 
display on the history of Gerhart's Store. They were in business from 1888 to 
1955. We thank Tom Gerhart and his relatives for helping us with this.  The 
third event will be the Robesonia Street Fair on June 27th. We will be run-
ning a food stand. The final event for the year will be the semi annual Christ-
mas House Tour. Normally Nancy Snyder and JoAnn Murdough would 
chair this event. This year, new board member, Abby Wertz will take over 
for them. If you are interested in having your home or business included, let 
us know.  We would like to thank Quality Awning and Signs for donating 
several signs and use of their bucket truck to the Friends. Also special thanks 
to Chick Murdough for mowing the grass and to Dave Rohrbach for helping 
us to obtain grants from the Janssen Foundation. These grants have enabled 
us to install water, sewer and complete our bathroom. They have also en-
abled us to expand the museum.  Also, we are working with the Pioneer Hose 
on an agreement to house the original Furnace Fire Company hose cart in 
the Furnace Firehouse. We plan to compliment this by building displays on 
the history of the Robesonia Fire Company and the former Pioneer Theater.  
As you can see, we haven't been sitting idle. More good things to come!  
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LIVING TREASURES 
 
The Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, Inc., being quite aware of the importance of arts and crafts, the historical 
significance and the architecture of our area, also recognize the value of our human resources.  Therefore, the 
program Living Treasures has been established to recognize the contributions of our citizens and organizations 
who have helped us toward our goals, encouraged us by their example and shared their storehouse of information 
with us. 
These criteria will be used by the Board of Directors to select the recipients of their annual award from the 
nominations received by February 28, 2009.  Any member of the Friends may submit a nomination form to: 
Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, Inc., Living Treasures, P.O. Box 162, Robesonia, PA   19551-0162.  If you 

wish to nominate someone by phone, please call the Friends President of the Board of Directors, Barbara 
Breininger at 610 693-5344. 

Suitable award ceremonies are to be conducted at the Annual Dinner Meeting.  For recipients unable to attend in 
person, private  arrangements will be made.  Past recipients are as follows: 
 
  1993: Floyd Umbles, Annie Plean, Wanda Gartner 1998: Cal Yoh, Randy Gartner, Donna Kuhn 
 1994: Anna Trupe, Ralph Putt     1999: Elmer Deppen, Barbara Orth 
 1995: Verna Gerhart, Lester Breininger   2000: Raymond Putt 
 1996: Harold Steif, Marge Baerncopf    2001: David Becker 
 1997: Corey Pieffer, William Williard   2002,2003,2004: No ceremony’s held   
 2005:  The Charles Murdough Family,  Wilson Hartranft, Barbara Breininger 
         2006: Nancy Snyder, Patricia Bright                            2007: Charlotte and Don Moyer 
         2008: Jean Mountz-Boyer & Frances Yoh 
       
          These recipients cannot be nominated again.  Each member may vote for two candidates. 
          
 I hereby nominate 
 
 
        residing at   
        as a designated Living Treasure.  I believe the person (s) named above is (are) deserving for                  
 consideration because: 
  
  

  
 
 
 
          
 
  
 (use another paper for more writing space, if needed)          
       
 
 
 
 
 
             Member Signature      
              (Required) 
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Then…(circa 1916) Now... 

Ozgood’s Restaurant 
6:00 P.M.  

Tuesday March 17, 2009  
6:00 - 6:30  Cash Bar 
6:30 - 7:15 Dinner    

7:15  Entertainment-TOM GERHART                    
TRAINS OF ROBESONIA 

8:00 - BUSINESS MEETING  
.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
.  TREASURER’S REPORT 

  .  ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 .LIVING  TREASURE CEREMONY 

 

Registration Form 

 
Name ______________________________________  Phone ______________________ 

 
_____ Stuffed Chicken Breast _____  Black Diamond Steak______ Stuffed Flounder 

All meals include salad, roasted rosemary potatoes, vegetable, rolls w/butter and 
dessert. 

 

$18.00 Chicken Breast Dinner 
$19.00 Black Diamond Steak Dinner 

$20.00 Stuffed Flounder Dinner 
 

REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  TUESDAY, MARCH   10, 2009 

SLATE  OF OFFICERS 
 PRESIDENT : BARBARA BREININGER 
 VICE PRESIDENT : DONNA KUHN 
 TREASURER : BILL  WILLIARD  
 SECRETARY : FRANCES YOH 
 
BOARD :   KATHRYN SCHWEITZER 
     DENNIS RENTSCHLER 
                 ABBY WERTZ 
           RANDY  GARTNER 

 
LONG RANGE PLANNING– CALVIN  YOH 
COMMITTEE CHAIR– LUCILLE PUTT  
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: KEITH RENTSCHLER 
LESTER BREININGER - PRESIDENT EMERITUS 

 CONTACT LUCILLE PUTT FOR MORE INFO AT  
610-693-5968 

* W ILL  BE NOMINATING CERTAIN POSITIONS 
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Don’t forget the Annual Dinner Meeting on 
Tuesday, March 17th at Ozgoods!   
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Marian Long, aged 91, lived in Robesonia most of her life.  She had a num-
ber of relatives who worked at the Furnace. 
She recalled Calvin Wenrich, who worked on the Iron Wharf loading and 
unloading pig iron into railroad cars.  He was to signal the Engineer 
McClosky when the train was to be moved.  This day, Dec 27 1920, a signal 
was misunderstood and Mr. Wenrich was injured, and died shortly thereaf-
ter.  

 

And Clayton Wenrich, possibly the same year, worked in the cast house.  
Marian did not recall how the accident occurred, however, he was badly 
burned.  Dr. Merett was called to treat him.  Nothing could touch his body.  
Sheets had to be hung over him, not touching him in any way.  A number of 
relatives and neighbors helped in the care of Mr. Wenrich.  He recovered in 
time.  He lived at that time at 134 E Penn Ave. 
 

She recalled that even thought her family was out of town with relatives for 
Thanksgiving Day, Robesonia usually had a pig chase on Thanksgiving Day. 
Her mother would tell Marian of the one thing that stuck in her mind when 
she was young, and that was marching from the school on N Church St to the 
Robesonia Chapel on S Robeson St by two’s. 
 

The Robesonia Centennial book had articles on location of different busi-
ness’s in the town.  When asked if she knew where “Bum” Stoudt had his 
auto repair shop, Marian said is was located in the row of garages in back of 
the bank (current day parking lot for the bank) Lewis Ludwig also had his 
electrical repair shop there. 
 

The 1900 census shows a number of women of the town not working in the 
hosiery mill, worked in a shirt factory.  She did not know the location of that 
factory. 
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-Submitted by Calvin Yoh 
 
 

During the year 2008, the Friends of the Robesonia Furnace had the Fire-
house connected to the Borough water and sewer systems.  We also installed 
a bathroom and storage cabinets on the lower level.  We now have a second 
room on that lower level.  Thanks to drywall, a tile floor, a new ceiling, and 
an attractive “Trains of Robesonia” display, we have doubled our display 
area. 
 

A burglar alarm was installed for both floors of the Firehouse and we now 
have outside lighting for the newly rebuilt sign, and for the Firehouse.  The 
switch tenders shanty was repaired and painted, and we have a metal sign 
displaying information about the shanty.  We also made needed repairs to 
the storage building. 
 

These improvements were made with the second grant we received from the 
Henry Janssen Foundation. 
 

A Red Oak tree was planted on the north side of the Firehouse by Sandra 
and David Bright in memory of Sandra’s mother, Joan Oakes. 
 

Thanks to the volunteers who donated valuable time to see these improve-
ments completed. A special “thank you” to David and Jane Rohrbach for 
helping us apply for the Henry Janssen Foundation grant. 
 

During the year 2009 we are planning to have our property surveyed and 
have permanent boundary markers installed.  The large entrance doors and 
windows on the upper level will be repaired to make them more secure.  We 
want to construct a walkway at the side of the Firehouse for a safer and eas-
ier path between the upper and lower levels.  The stone wall will be repaired 
and a study made of the tunnel system.  We will install racks, shelves and 
display cabinets in our new room and purchase a dehumidifier. 
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Long Range Planning Committee 
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Use the Form on Page 6 



Friends of the Robesonia Furnace 
P.O. Box 162 
Robesonia, PA   19551-0162 

The Furnace Firehouse during its 
move to present location.  (images 
courtesy of D. Snyder family)  The 
Firehouse serves as the Friends 
“Head Quarters” and Museum. It 
contains many neat artifacts and dis-
plays. Please visit us on May 17, 
2009 for the Open House event.  

Important 2009 Events-  
 

March 17-Friends Annual Dinner Meeting 
May 17-Furnace Fire House Open House-Original Hose Cart Returns Ceremony 
June 27-Friends display and volunteer at the Robeso nia Street Fair 
Dec-Semi Annual Christmas House Tour Returns 

Moving Day–May 1995 

Moving Day–May 1995 

(displayed courtesy of Pioneer Hose Co) 


