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They Call Me “The Furnace”

By Gayle Loraine Kiebach

You've heard the expression
if walls could but talk

So now | “The Furnace”
will take you for a walk

Some history, some ruins an office
a wall. The stories you've heard, |
could tell them all.

See this man named George Ege

picked our water and wood Ssup-
plies round here bouts

suited his purpose real good.

Started makin’ Iron seventeen
ninety four, Till the depression hit
makin’ a profit no more.

A man name of Robeson, Henry
P., I recall, bought me and made
iron with anthracite coal.

This Robeson guy saw the railroag
a’coming, this really got his think-
ing 2’ humming.

You see until then, Charcoal
burned my fire, the coal it burned
hotter and lasted for hours.

Not knowing the contract with the
old Cornwall mines, free ore for-
ever, would cause my decline.

mountain, stretchin’ out for a mile.

See Union Canal brought that coal
on a boat, if you'd ever hauled
coal, wonder how it would float.

Charming Forge would load it
back than on mule team, to my
furnace they’d haul it, right here
by this steam.

See my furnace would melt that
ore outta them rocks, poured it in
sand molds shaped from pattern

blocks.

The heat it did temper the iron
and the men, it made them both
stronger to press on again.

They call it pig iron, but | sure
don’t know why, the smoke from
my stacks spelled progress cross

the sky.

The waste was run off into ladles

each day, big engines would then
haul it away.

These engines would dump that
slag on a pile, it looked like a

When they’d dump that slag, the
whole sky glowed red. Its glow
could be seen in the next county

twas said




~—"

Membership Renewal Form (Check your mailing lakfer your current date of membership
Date Telephone Number

Name Spouse
Street
City State Zip

Yes, please Yearly Amount Level One Time Amount Level

call me to $5.00 Individual $ 25.00 Contribgt $ 100.00 Life Member

help with the $10.00 Family $ 50.00 Sponsor

Annual Friends
of the Robesonia
Furnace Festival!

*Memberships for 2008 expire Dec. 31, 2008 *All donations are tax deductible

Check here:

[ ]

Please make checks payable and send along with Meembhip Form to Friends of the Robesonia
Furnace, P.O. Box 162 Robesonia PA 19551-0162
Please enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelépel wish to have a membership card.

How about sharing with a friend or sending thenifangembershi@

Dennis Rentschler
Randy Gartner

Pastor Ray Jachowski
Kathy Schweitzer
Calvin Yoh

Lester P Breininger
Keith Rentschler

2008 Friends Board of Directors

Barbara Breininger ~ President
Donna Kuhn Vice President
Bill Williard Treasurer
Frances Yoh Secretary

Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

Long Range Planning
President Emeritus
Newsletter

www.robesoniafurnace.org
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They Call Me “The Furnace” (cont from page 1)

That “cinder bank” I've heard
people say, they thought they
would never see it hauled away/

Later, Wernersville Stone Co
crushed up that slag. It helped
to build highways I'm proud to

brag.

They said it amounted bout six
million ton. Now my slag piles &
highway where autos can run.

Now that Robeson fella had
foresight to see, what a great
town this farmland could be.

He created you might say, a
company town Starting out
with a store and some houses|

around.

We had our own post office
there in that store, with our
orchard and creamery, guern-
sey farm and much more.

With Company housing and
our office paid cash. Even a
ballpark, what more could you
ask.

Round nineteen twenty seven,
Bethlehem needed that ore
we’d long got from Cornwall by
contract before.

| thought it over, Bethlehem
Steel tore me down. Even my
great stacks lay still on the
grounds.

Some people called Friends of
the Furnace they say decided a
park they would put here some/

day.

Others they'd laugh at my wall
and spring. An old office and
firehouse what good can it
bring.

My spring called a man hole in
the ground, but I've seen men
eating’ lunches there sitting
around.

Where there was shade and
cold water to drink, the future
here started one scarcely coulg

think.

A ten foot iron girder pierces a
sycamore tree, and so many
stories, how it came to be.

These Salamanders things non
saw the like of before, they
were made from impurities

from my furnace floor.

So many questions I've heard
over the years, I've seen men’s
dreams and I've witnessed thei

fears.

So I'll let them wonder just
how things were done, if I'd tell
them the truth It would ruin
their fun.

The Furnace Festivals they
hold here I'd bet, kinda family
reunions they didn’t forget.

Robesonia started with a Fur-
nace they say, men who've
come here still live here today.

And if someday out walking

you chance, come around, com

see me, “The Furnace” |
started a town!!!

[4)

www.robesoniafurnace.org
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Friends of the Robesonia Furnace Treasurers Report
LONG RANGE PLANNING Submitted by William Williard
The following is a report from the Long M.T.D. Y.T.D
Range Planning Committee of their goall cjeckiNG ACCOUNT: 11/01/07 07/01/07
for the Robesonia Furnace Firehouse an - -
property. The committee also strives o Balance: Beginning.............c.occeeveeeven.... $18,566.74 $18.951.07
assist with other areas in the furnace ap T B
other historic areas in the community. Receipts:
The Long Range Committee CONSIStS Qf| pyjag e e, 210.00
Calvin ‘Yoh, William Williard, - DAVe | | Gollaibles.................roveeeseeeeeseeeseee e eeeeeeeseseeee e
Becker, Lester Breininger and Randyl |gooks e e
Gartner. The committee l00ks fOr NeIP|i{ g jcks/PrHNtS/CAIBNAIS ...........oovvs o oooeeeeeeeeeeeeees seeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
many ways, So if you have any ime | |Banguet .............ccooooooeeeeeeeesooeceemmeseseeseeeeeeeeeesees eeeeeeeeeeeeeseeseeee
throughout the year please contact (e Fagtival ..o eeeeseeeeee s 1,950.00
This list is not etched in Stone, NOT IS I DORAHONS ...................ooeeeee e oo oo ’
any particular order. MISCEIIANEOUS .......eviiiiiiiiiiiieie et ees aea e 12.00
Items completed since meeting Nov 20,
2000. .
1. Placed roof spouting on Fire House TOTAL RECEIPTS:....ooiiiiieeecee e B0, $21,128.0
2. Repaired two large wagon doors. Disbursements:
3. Placed sign out front. UBTHES vvooooveeroeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeee YT 1T 149.80
4. Repaired cracks in block walls. POStAgE/BOX RENEAL ..........veiveeeeeeees comemm s seeeeneees ereeeeeesseenseenseeean, 123.69
5. Repaired and painted SWItCh TENARN@WSIEHET .....................oovveeoeeeeoemneeseeseseseeseseess seeeeeesseseeseseseeeees
Shanty, furnished with stove, table 2T 1 o {1 =] PSSR
and bench of the period. RS Y0 o] o] 1= PSS 54.07
6. Located and uncovered SWitch Tef £qinment .........ccoooooovvvvveeeennnnn, 2300 eeeeeeeeeee oo 23.00
ders Shanty original cement foUNR| Real ESTAte TAX.................orroooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenee 1,252.09
tion. - INSUFANCE ..ttt aaeeeeeaaaeeeeaesrannnns
7. Purchased storage building. JF@SHVAL —ooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e oo 620.23
8. Construct cllmatg controlled room|if aqvertisements
baseme_r]t for_ office. Miscellaneous 105.00
9. Install ceiling lights on top floor.
10. Acquired and installed computer. | |11 pSBURSEMENT.......... $A1.55. i e, $2,597.88
11. Clean out spring (part of tunnel
system.)
12. Dehumidifier vented to outside.
Items partially completed.
1. Connect to borough water and sewer
2. Install restroom. |
3. Plant trees along Freeman Street. NeWS Alert'

Items to be completed.
1. Find property pins.
2. Place outside light to illuminate sig
and firehouse.
Install burglar alarm.
Replace lettered window over smal
door and repair door.

Make study of tunnel systems.
Construct pavilion.

Reconstruct south entrance to tun

Pw

©~No O

slate roof.
Remove stone from portion of park-
ing area and place soil and seed.
10. Repair stone wall.

12. Motion sensor lights front & back.

9.

]

¢
Replace Fire House metal roof witrll:

On November 14,2007, Jack Morris Plumbing and ZoolExcavating installed
a 100ft sewer lateral to connect the Furnace Fireluse to the existing borough
sanitary sewer line. The work went well. The latel passes over the Furnace
tunnel, which wasn't disturbed.

In early 2008, the Robesonia-Womelsdorf Joint Authaty will be installing a
new 12 inch water line in Freeman St. When this idone we will then hook uf
to the water service by a service 75 foot line. Weill then be able to install
our bathroom and hot water heater.

These improvements are possible through the $7,500. grant we received in
April 2007 from the Henry Janssen Foundation. Thigroject will be a fine
addition to our museum.

www.robesoniafurnace.org
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LIVING TREASURES

The Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, Inc., beuigg gware of the importance of arts and crafts,Historica
significance and the architecture of our area, atsmgnize the value of our human resources. Tdrerethe
program Living Treasures has been establisheddogréze the contributions of our citizens and oigationg
who have helped us toward our goals, encouragdyy tiseir example and shared their storehouse ofrimdtion
with us.
These criteria will be used by the Board of Direstto select the recipients of their annual awawdnf the
nominations received by February 23, 2008. Any imemof the Friends may submit a nomination form to:
Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, Inc., Living Tresures, P.O. Box 162, Robesonia, PA 19551-016Ryou
wish to nominate someone by phone, please calttieeads President of the Board of Directors, Baabar
Breininger at 610 693-5344.

Suitable award ceremonies are to be conductect éirthual Dinner Meeting. For recipients unable to attend
person, private arrangements will be made. Ragpients are as follows:

1993: Floyd Umbles, Annie Plean, Wanda Gartner 981€al Yoh, Randy Gartner, Donna Kuhn

1994: Anna Trupe, Ralph Pultt 1999: Elmer DepjBarbara Orth
1995: Verna Gerhart, Lester Breininger 2000:Rayd Putt

1996: Harold Steif, Marge Baerncopf 2001: DaBatker

1997: Corey Pieffer, William Williard 2002,20@804: No ceremony'’s held
2005: The Charles Murdough Family, Wilson HartraRarbara Breininger

2006: Nancy Snyder, Patricia Bright 2007: Charlotte and Don Moyer

These recipients cannot be nominated again. Eashlyer may vote for two candidates.

| hereby nominate

residing at
as a designated Living Treasure. | beliewbe person (s) named above is (are) deserving for
consideration because:

(use another paper for more writing space, if neeztl)

Member Signature
(Required)

=

www.robesoniafurnace.org
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Presidents Letter

Dear Fellow Members,

Last fall (‘06) The Friends received a notice fronthe county that our tax assessment was increased by
$10,000.00 to $54,600. It takes all of our fundrsers to get enough $ to pay them! At suggestion thien
Commissioner Schwank, we filed an appeal in July d007-the window for filing an appeal is July 1 t&Sept
1. Our hearing was Wednesday October10, 2007 ati2p Calvin Yoh, Bill Williard, Randy Gartner and |
attended. We pleaded our case for 15 minutes. Thasked a few questions and in 20 minutes it wasen?
On October 16 we received their reply— FULL EXEMPTION GRANTED!

Frances and | attended a Berks County Museum Counkcmeeting at the BICU where discussion was held
on “how to increase school student attendance at omuseums”. Without restroom facilities we can’t han-
dle much more than our present tours of Conrad Weisr West 4th graders studying local history, and the
6th grade science class studying stream quality. uB- through assistance of a Janssen Foundation gramwe
were able to install sewer connection pipes! With promise of water connection in Spring of 2008! bld up
being the need for larger water pipes on S Freemast due in early 2008.

Please keep in mind that in the last 19 years, weaighased and moved the Furnace Firehouse onto a 30
acre lot which we also purchased. All this whileeminiscing about and collecting and documenting thEur-
nace history.

In June we patrticipated in the Robesonia yard salen Penn Ave-and bought each others “stuff’- totaln-
come..$12.00. Suggestions for fundraisers acceptkeds it time we raise our dues??

To all storytellers and writers-please send your Fnace stories. We would like to publish them in tfs
newsletter.

This year we held the Furnace Festival on our ownrpperty! It was fun!

Hope to see you at the annual dinner meeting in Mah-remember to recommend and fill out your Living
Treasure Nomination form.

Have a great 2008!

President

(gl g

One Hundred and Twenty Five Years of Pig Iron Manuécture at Robesonia, PA

In 1918, a publication about operations of the Rols®nia Furnace were set out for specia
persons. These books have become quite scarce aaither expensive. Lester Breininger

has reproduced the book for us to enjoy! It contais incredible photos of the Furnace op-
eration and portraits of those who had control of he Furnace. Itis a must have for those
interested in the “goings-on” at the Robesonia Furace. Books can be obtained by con-

tacting Lester or Barbara Breininger at 610.693.534, or at the Festival. Cost per book ig
$18.00.

www.robesoniafurnace.org
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rriends of the Robesonia Furnace
2008 Annual Dinner

Ozgood’s Restaurant SLATE OF OFFICERS
i 6:00 P.M. * % Vice PresenT DowwAKum | &

ﬁ Tuesday March 18 2008 : TREASURER : BILL WILLIARD ﬁ

SECRETARY : FRANCES YOH
6:00 - 6:30 Cash Bar

DA i 630 _ 715 Dinner PAe ﬁ BOARD : PASTOR RAY JACHOWSKI —ﬁ
W _ . W KATHRYN SCHWEITZER A
8:00 - BUSINESSMEETING RNDY GARTNER
d _ PRESIDENT'S REPORT o Te NEWSLETTER EDITOR: KEITH RENTSCHLER i
2 , J. 7t LESTER BREININGER - PRESIDENT EMERITUS 7*
L . TREASURER'S REPORT ¢¢ 7 *COMMITTEE CHAIR— LUCILLE PUTT ¥
Lo . BLEcTiON OF OFFICERS Yr 7 LONG RANGE PLANNING — CALVIN YOH 3
° .LIVING TREASURE CEREMONY .
N CONTACT LUCILLE PUTT FOR MORE INFO AT N
e PAGIIR A 610-693-5968

Registration Form

Name Phone

Chicken Cordon Bleu Grilled Ham Sa& w/Pineapple Sauce
Broiled Haddock
All meals include salad, roasted rosemary potatosggetable, rolls w/butter and dessert

$18.00 for each meal

REGISTRATION DEADLINE TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2008
Please make checks payable and send along with faom
Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, PO Box 162, Rot@ia, PA 19551
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Living Treasure Award Recipients recognized at th007 Dinner Meeting

e
Charlotte
And Don Moyer

cnlilien .

The Friends were pleased to present the 2007 Livinfreasures Award
to Don And Charlotte Moyer of Wernersville, on March 20, 2007. A
busier couple would be hard to find! The Moyer’s lave shared valu-
able info with the Friends in our museum efforts ad have answered
many calls for help or assistance. They are alspnstrumental in the
Tulpehocken Historical Society, The Heritage Socigtin Wernersville,
The Berks County Museum Council, Trinity Lutheran Church in Wer-
nersville and are very involved in obtaining the Wenersville Train Sta-
tion. Over the years, the Moyers have set up dikgys and made many
recommendations on how to collect and store itemgqperly for future
generations to enjoy. If they don’t know somethig, they’ll find out or
point you in the right direction! The Friends, andlocal area, are
blessed to have this vibrant couple in our commumyt Congratulations
Don and Charlotte Moyer!

A NS E NN NN EEEEEEN

Don’t forget the Annual Dinner Meeting on Tuesdsigrch 18th, 2008

at Ozgoods! There will be a brief business meetmgat food, sur-
prise entertainment and this years Living Treasward.

HE B BB BN EEEEEEEE B

20th Anniversary Furnace Festival 2008:
May 3rd, 2008
New “downtown” location featuring entertainment by
Flamin’ Dick & the Hot Rods

www.robesoniafurnace.org
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Saturday May 3rd, 2008

Entertainment by:

Car show and Cryjse featuring the
South Mountain Rod & Kustom car
cl ut_>.'.' Food and fun for the whole
famnly._ New location at S Robeson
and Railroad Ave, the pavilion near
th_e Tot _Lot. ..(or right across from

DriesAlignment for you “locals’ )

Help celebrate the 20th Anniversary
of the Robesonig Furnace Festjval

® & 6 O O 6 6 O O o

OnMAY 3rd we will begin a new way of celebrating the Robeadfurnace Festival.
The big changes will be moving it to the “downtovaréa, (S Robeson and Railroad
Ave) at the Pavilion near the “Tot-Lot”. We havena this for two reasons. One, there
seems to be a lot going on in September, and thatnm it into the Spring might al
low more people to attend. And two, we feel theatihg it in town might allow mor
people to walk to the Festival. Having it at theifpan will require less work by set
ting up fewer tents. We also have access to piahies thereby reducing the amouint

of gear we need to rent. We are finalizing theaplag and are excited to have th

South Mountain Rod & Kustom car club (the club haseat connection to the Fur
nace, more on that in the next issue) hosting éhemrise and car show. Entertainment

by Flamin’ Dick and the Hot Rods. We still hope and intend to have a more lai
back , historical Festival in the fall on the Fwearounds, so keep an eye out for that
information in the next newsletter!
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This image from Lester Brieiningers collec-
tion, shows the where the structure was lo-
cated. Image is taken as though you were
traveling on Freeman St, just after crosoing
the creek. The Furnace Firehouse would be
on your left. The structure was removed in
approx 1980.

Friends of the Robesonia Furnace
P.O. Box 162
Robesonia, PA 19551-0162

This image was shared with the Friends and
was simply labeled: “Robesonia Furnace
Structure” After some research, we were able
to identify it as the Furnace workers rest room
facilities. (Nice connection as you'll read in-
side, we are moving forward with our sewer
connections at the museum!)




