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 Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, Inc. PO Box 162 • Robesonia,  PA   19551-1230 

The New Furnace School House 1907-1920 
 

Heidelberg School Board Excerpts with comments- 
By 1900 the first Furnace School built in 1850, made of brick-30ft square and 9ft tall, 
was both literally and physically exhausted.  A former student, Naomi Ruth Boyer nee 
Beryman, told of a bulging rear wall which was restrained with a large wooden beam. 
On April 10, 1907, the School Board appointed D.J. Moyer to see Mr. Seely Patterson, 
Superintendent of the Robesonia Furnace, “in regarding of building a new school 
house” 
May 8, 1907 “On account of the corners being lost on the old school house lot of the Fur-
nace school the board will deed the old lot to the Robesonia Iron Co. Limited for the 
consideration of $1.00-provided the Company will deed the (larger) lot specified by Mr. 
Patterson for the same amount of $1.00  It was further decided (5/8/1907) that the Board 
build a 2 room school house at the Furnace.  A committee of D.J. Moyer, Owen Hughes 
and Levi Bricker was appointed to contact Mr. Patterson about the deed transfer.  At 
the same meeting the secretary was instructed to notify Wm A Fink architect to come 
before the board with plans and their costs.  May 28,1907– Board accepted the plans of 
Mr. Fink.  June 17, 1907-At a special meeting the Board received and opened bids for a 
new school house at Furnace,  Mr. Schucker bid- $6023.45, Mr. Spatz bid-$4797.00, Mr. 
Wenrich bid-$3586.00.   Board noted to award the contract to Rufus Wenrich, the low-
est bidder, provided he can give the required bondsmen-if not the contract will be given 
to the next lowest bidder.  Board also voted to approve JLJ Stoudt and Naomi Brown 
teachers at New Furnace School.  July 3, 1907– Board obtained a $1,500. loan from 
P.O.S.of A. Lodge and $1000. from Mr. Patterson & Iron Co. Limited.  Report of Levi 
Bricker that the parents of the Mountain School are not in favor of sending their chil-
dren to the new Furnace School.  



Membership Renewal Form  (Check your mailing label for your current date of membership) 

 
                Date             Telephone Number 
 
 
        Name           Spouse 
 
         
  Street        
 
   
  City                State   Zip 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please make checks payable and send along with Membership Form to Friends of the Robesonia  

Furnace, P.O. Box 162  Robesonia  PA   19551-0162 
Please enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you wish to have a membership card. 

     Yearly Amount Level      One Time Amount Level 
   $ 5.00 ____  Individual  $ 25.00 ____  Contributing  $ 100.00 ____  Life Member 
  $ 10.00 ____  Family   $ 50.00 ____  Sponsor 
        
 *Memberships for 2007 expire Dec. 31, 2007          *All donations are tax deductible 

Yes, please 
call me to  
help with the  
Annual Friends 
of the Robesonia 
Furnace Festival! 
 
Check here: 
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Brian Keppley & Greta Frasch 
Norman Brunner 

Children of Daniel and Myrtle Bechtel 
Joseph & Pat Bechtel 

Raymond Putt 
Dennis “Kelly” Rentschler 

Fred & Barbara Davis 
Miriam Price & daughters Vanessa and Catherine 

Julie Reber and daughters 
 

There were too many items to list individually, but they are all Robesonia area related artifacts 
that are very much appreciated.  The Board of Directors thanks the donors for their generosity!  

All items can be viewed by calling 610-693-5344 to set up an appointment, or at many of the events 
where the Furnace Firehouse is open.   
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New Furnace School House cont from page 1 
 

July 31, 1907-  Board agree to pay Adam S Spatz-2nd payment of new Furnace School of 
$1,200. and part payment of $900.00 
August 28, 1907– Board instructions-teacher JLJ Stoudt shall teach at Mountain School 
for 1 month till the new Furnace School House is finished and also to talk the scholars and 
parents to attend the New Furnace School when it begins. 
Sept25, 1907– Board agrees to advertise for bids to convey the Mountain School Children 
to the New Furnace School house. 
 

New Furnace School House expenses:  
 

Oct 23, 1907–Voted to purchase an 30’x94’ blackboard/J Geo. Henty 182 sq for $30.94 
Dec 4, 1907 Adam P Spatz-3rd &last payment-$1,400. 
Wm A Fink–last payment for architect work- $45.00 
Frank S Ohl for lumber/water closet-$18.65 
Adam Bregle for labor/New School House- $1.35 
Wm Feeg for labor/New School House- $7.14 
H Geisler & Sons for Kelsey Heater/New School House- $265.00 
Loan from KofP Lodge for $1,500 at rate of 4% 
Jan 15, 1908– Paid Naomi Brown-1st mo.teaching & expenses- $55.00 
JLJ Stoudt 4th mo teaching- $50.00 
Jacob Putt for Mason work at New School House- $5.50 
John Bonler for labor at New School House- $3.00 
Wm Feeg for labor at New School House- $5.32 
Adam Brigle for labor at New School House- $21.00 
Adam P Spatz, balance and extra wood at New School House- $552.82 
MJ Earl for moulding and fixtures at New School House- $148.90 
Am Seating for furniture at New School House- $148.90 
Ephrata Co-SR Deppen Agent ins for New School House & Contents-$500.00 
July 1 1908- Board Pres Owen C Hughes was appointed by the board “as a committee of 
one” to see where the flag pole is to be planted at the New Furnace School house and also 
ask Mr. Patterson for a pole. 
Aug 1908 paid– David J Froelich for putting rope on flag pole- $2.00 
Sept 9, 1908– paid Ms Kate Bricker for cleaning New Furnace School-$10.00 
-evidently the teachers no longer had to clean the school rooms-as was rule in first Fur-
nace School- 
 

Continued on page 5 
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The following is a report from the Long 
Range Planning Committee of their goals 
for the Robesonia Furnace Firehouse and 
property.   The committee also strives to 
assist with other areas in the furnace and 
other historic areas in the community.   
The Long Range Committee consists of 
Calvin  Yoh,   William  Williard,   Dave 
Becker,  Lester Breininger  and  Randy 
Gartner.  The committee looks for help in 
many ways, so if you have any time 
throughout the year please contact them. 
This list is not etched in stone, nor is it in 
any particular order.   
Items completed since meeting Nov 20, 
2000. 
1. Placed roof spouting on Fire House. 
2. Repaired two large wagon doors. 
3. Placed sign out front. 
4. Repaired cracks in block walls. 
5. Repaired and painted Switch Tenders 

Shanty, furnished with stove, table 
and bench of the period. 

6. Located and uncovered Switch Ten-
ders Shanty original cement founda-
tion. 

7. Purchased storage building. 
8.     Construct climate controlled room in  
         basement for office. 
9. Install ceiling lights on top floor. 
10. Acquired and installed computer. 
11. Clean out spring (part of tunnel  
 system.) 
12. Dehumidifier vented to outside. 
Items partially completed. 
1. Install restroom. 
2. Plant trees along Freeman Street. 
Items to be completed. 
1. Connect to borough water and sewer. 
2. Find property pins. 
3. Place outside light to illuminate sign 

and firehouse. 
4. Install burglar alarm. 
5. Replace lettered window over small 

door and repair door. 
6. Make study of tunnel systems. 
7. Construct pavilion. 
8. Reconstruct south entrance to tunnel. 
9. Replace Fire House metal roof with 

slate roof. 
10. Remove stone from portion of park-

ing area and place soil and seed. 
11. Repair stone wall. 
12.  Motion sensor lights front & back. 

 
           LONG RANGE PLANNING 

                                  Friends of the Robesonia Furnace Treasurers Report 
        Submitted by William Williard 

                                                                                     M.T.D.                             Y.T.D 
CHECKING ACCOUNT:                                       12/01/06                       07/01/06 
 
Balance:   Beginning……………………………   $12,093.90                        $13,,675.82 
 
Receipts: 
Dues..... .....................................$45.00 ...................... ............................         655.00 
Collectibles................................180.00...................... ............................          555.00 
Books ...................................... 20.00 ....................... ............................            20.00 
Bricks/Prints/Calendars .................   . .......................... ............................            
Banquet  ........................................... ........................... ............................     
Festival ....................................... 3.00 ........................ ............................       3,383.26 
Donations......................................... ........................... ............................            25.00    
Miscellaneous ................................. ........................... ............................         174.40                     
 
TOTAL RECEIPTS:..................... .....................$248.00 .....................    $18,568.48 
 
Disbursements: 
Utilities ..................................... $35.32 ...................... ............................          260.96 
Postage/Box Rental ...................   37.80 ...................... ............................            37.80 
Newsletter........................................ ........................... ............................           
Banquet ...................................................................... ............................           
Supplies ........................................... ........................... ............................          358.04 
Equipment ....................................... ........................... ............................          510.00 
Real Estate Tax.......................... $98.83 ...................... ............................       1,105.43 
Insurance ......................................... ........................... ............................          501.00 
Festival ........................................... ........................... ............................       2,687.40 
Advertisements 
Miscellaneous  *House tour ad      35.00.....................                                        1,473.90 
 
TTL DISBURSEMENTS:………………………...$206.95..................         $6,433.53 
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Christmas House Tour Report 
 

On Sunday, December 3, 2006, the Friends of the Robesonia Furnace sponsored a Christ-
mas House tour.  Six homes were open for this event.  The Friends wants to thank and ac-
knowledge the following area residents for graciously showing their homes:  Nancy and 

Curtis Flory, Marie and William Prosock, Barbara and Lester Breininger, Sue and Wilson 
Hartranft, Miriam, Vanessa and Cathryn Price, and Deborah and George Pyle.  There was 

also an outdoor lighting display at the home of Barbara and Sam Blatt.  Cookies and mulled 
cider were served in the Social Hall of St Paul’s Church for the “tourists”.  

 
The Friends thanks everyone who helped with the Holiday House Tour:  Donna Platt, Barb 
Orth, and Sandy Brossman, who opened doors and checked tickets at the homes, Martha 

Trupe served cookies and cider, Kelly Snyder designed and printed the tickets, Erma 
Doughman and Cindy Murdough designed and printed posters and St Paul’s UCC where 

we sold tickets and served refreshments the day of the tour. 
 

Also Special Thanks to:  Luke’s Coffee House, Robesonia Florists and Greenhouse and 
Murdoughs Christmas Barn. 
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New Furnace School House cont from page 3 
 

Nov 4, 1908-Paid:  Charles Barnett, Mason work and water closet at new 
Furnace School- $3.85 
Wm Keply for labor-schoolyard at new Furnace School- $20.64 
Harry Keply for labor-schoolyard at new Furnace School- $7.80 
Feb 10, 1909-Paid: Joseph Putt and GE Smith Trustee of Comp- $375. 
POS of A for interest on $1,500 loan- $60.00 
May 5, 1909– Voted to have electric lights installed in the High School room 
(in town) 
Oct 16, 1909– At the 11th annual Round table Conference of the Primary & 
Secondary School Teachers of Berks County-held in Reading, 8th & Wash 
School-(from that meeting:)  Miss Naomi Brown, Robesonia, and Miss Rosa 
A. Christ, Topton, read papers on “The first year in school; what it should 
do for the child”  Miss Brown said in part: Don’t H ave Too Many Rules.  
“So much depends on every child’s year in school.  Obedience, the corner-
stone of a child’s life, should be taught.  Do not have too many rules or hedge 
a child with don’ts.  Children from the first day to the last should be taught 
to love the beautiful”  ( In Spring of 1913 Noami was still drawing salary-by 
fall of 1913-her name was not on the list of paid teachers) 
May 20, 1912– Auditors; J.F. Kramer, Robert E. Leins, Webster L. Kallbach 
July 1912– Auditors; J.F. Kramer, W.M. Kalbach, LR. Minnich 
Nov 30, 1910-Committee of 3, to see Mr. Patterson-in regards to leaving 2-4 
acres of the Company field in back of new Furnace House for a playground. 
 March 8, 1911– Bought coal and wood for school– coal per ton-$5.30  School 
tax 3 mills, property tax 3 mills.  School term to open Aug 28, 1911. 
June 11, 1912-adopted Montgomery’s History– student text-as school history 
book.  By this time the Robesonia Schoolhouse was crowded and town chil-
dren did not wish to go to the Furnace School 
 

Continued on page 7 

Then…(circa 1916) Now... 



 

LIVING TREASURES 
 
The Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, Inc., being quite aware of the importance of arts and crafts, the historical 
significance and the architecture of our area, also recognize the value of our human resources.  Therefore, the 
program Living Treasures has been established to recognize the contributions of our citizens and organizations 
who have helped us toward our goals, encouraged us by their example and shared their storehouse of information 
with us. 
These criteria will be used by the Board of Directors to select the recipients of their annual award from the 
nominations received by February 23, 2007.  Any member of the Friends may submit a nomination form to: 
Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, Inc., Living Treasures, P.O. Box 162, Robesonia, PA   19551-0162.  If you 

wish to nominate someone by phone, please call the Friends President of the Board of Directors, Barbara 
Breininger at 610 693-5344. 

Suitable award ceremonies are to be conducted at the Annual Dinner Meeting.  For recipients unable to attend in 
person, private  arrangements will be made.  Past recipients are as follows: 
 
  1993: Floyd Umbles, Annie Plean, Wanda Gartner 1998: Cal Yoh, Randy Gartner, Donna Kuhn 
 1994: Anna Trupe, Ralph Putt     1999: Elmer Deppen, Barbara Orth 
 1995: Verna Gerhart, Lester Breininger   2000: Raymond Putt 
 1996: Harold Steif, Marge Baerncopf    2001: David Becker 
 1997: Corey Pieffer, William Williard   2002,2003,2004: No ceremony’s held   
 2005:  The Charles Murdough Family,  Wilson Hartranft, Barbara Breininger 
         2006: Nancy Snyder, Patricia Bright  
       
          These recipients cannot be nominated again.  Each member may vote for two candidates. 
          
 I hereby nominate 
 
 
        residing at   
        as a designated Living Treasure.  I believe the person (s) named above is (are) deserving for                  
 consideration because: 
  
  

  
 
 
 
          
 
  
 (use another paper for more writing space, if needed)          
       
 
 
 
 
 
             Member Signature      
              (Required) 
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New Furnace School House cont from page 5 
  

Heidelberg School directors began planning a new school in town.  And then 
in March of 1913 the town of Robesonia became the Borough of Robesonia 
with jurisdiction over the school.  The Furnace area has always been in the 
Borough, hence this article now changes to highlights of the Robesonia 
School Board minutes. 
May 30, 1916– Mr. Stoudt is to get sentimentsof the Furnace parents in ref-
erence to the closing of the Furnace Primary School. 
Oct 12, 1917– Petition presented by furnace area parents to keep Furnace 
School open-OR transport primary children to town. 
Dec19, 1919– Contact Robesonia Iron Co. via Mr. John W Gocker relative to 
disposing of the Furnace School House and get possession of playground 
south of the “town” school house. 
Nov 1, 1920– received $82.00 from A.P. Spatz, it being 10% of amount of-
fered for Furnace School House-which was sold at public venue for $820.00. 
May 25, 1921– Receipt of $738.00 from Mr Spatz, balance due on Furnace 
School House, to be torn down and removed for salvage. 
 
Lester & Barbara Breininger  

S.W. Corner of S. Church St and  Mountain Rd 
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Robesonia Furnace Schoolhouse 1907-1920 



President’s Message 
 
Dear Fellow Members, 
Happy New Year!  May your interest in our “Claim to History”. Bring 
your new gems of information in 2007. 
 
Please plan to attend the Friends’ annual banquet at Ozgoods on March 
20, @6pm– see the flyer in this newsletter for the registration form. 

 
 

Historically yours, 
Barbara Breininger 

President 
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The Friends of the Robesonia Furnace will have a stand at 
the Robesonia Borough yard sale on June 23, 2007.  Our 
stand will be between 13E Penn and 33E Penn Ave.  This 
could be a significant fund raiser for the organization, de-
pending on the donated items we receive.  Please consider 
donating your large and small household and garden items 
you no longer use to the Friends.  We will accept your dona-
tions at the Furnace Firehouse on Sat April 7, Sat May 5, Sat 
June 2, and Sat June 16, from 9-11 am. If these days are in-
convienient, or you have large items you need help with, 
please call Cal Yoh (610)693-3256 for pick up.  We could 
also use volunteer help setting up and selling items on the 
day of the event. Please call Cal Yoh, or Elsa Wertz (610)
693-5320 if you could be of any help! 

Saturday June 23, 2007 



Ozgood’s Restaurant 
6:00 P.M.  

Tuesday March 20, 2007  
6:00 - 6:30  Cash Bar 
····    6:30 - 7:15 Dinner    

· 7:15  Entertainment 
I WISH  I COULD ’VE KNOWN 

SAMUEL  C REED BY MR BREININGER  
8:00 - BUSINESS MEETING   
.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
.  TREASURER’S REPORT 

  .  ELECTION  OF OFFICERS 

 

Registration Form 

 
Name ______________________________________  Phone ______________________ 

 
 _____ Stuffed Chicken Breast   _____  Black Diamond Steak 

______Broiled Haddock 
 

All meals include salad, potato, vegetable, rolls w/butter and dessert 
 

$19.50 for each meal 
 

REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  TUESDAY, MARCH   10, 2007 
Please make checks payable and send along with form to:  

Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, PO Box 162, Robesonia, PA  19551 

SLATE  OF OFFICERS 
 PRESIDENT : BARBARA  BREININGER  
 VICE  PRESIDENT : DONNA KUHN 
 TREASURER : BILL  WILLIARD * 
 SECRETARY  : FRANCES YOH* 
  
 BOARD :  PASTOR RAY  JACHOWSKI * 
    KATHRYN  SCHWEITZER * 
    DENNIS RENTSCHLER* 
                      RANDY  GARTNER* 
NEWSLETTER  EDITOR : K EITH  RENTSCHLER  
 LESTER BREININGER  - EMERITUS   
 

  * WILL  VOTE  FOR THESE POSITIONS.   
   ALL  OTHERS HAVE  1 YEAR  REMAINING .  IF THERE  IS 

ANYONE  YOU WOULD  LIKE  TO NOMINATE  
PLEASE CALL  610-693-5344 



Friends of the Robesonia Furnace 
P.O. Box 162 
Robesonia, PA   19551-0162 
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Then and Now... 

SW corner of S Church St & Mountain Rd. 


