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The Trains of Robesonia©-The Reading Railroad Company,  Lebanon 

Valley Branch.   The George W. Gerhart, II Collection © 
By Thomas J. Gerhart 

 
This year is a special year.  It is the 175th anniversary of the founding of the Philadel-
phia and Reading Railroad on April 4, 1833.  In Robesonia, we celebrate the 152nd an-
niversary of the Robesonia Station and the arrival Of the Reading Railroad to Robe-
sonia.  The Lebanon Valley Railroad and the Reading Railroad built the Robesonia Sta-
tion, water towers, and warehouse buildings in the mid 19th century.  The station was 
dismantled, piece by piece in 1957, moved, and rebuilt on a lot on 9th Street in New 
Cumberland Pennsylvania.  Today, the Robesonia Station serves as a model railroad 
hobby shop owned and operated by Dick Wildman, the son of Augustus Wildman who 
moved the Robesonia Station to New Cumberland. 
 
The Robesonia Station was important to Robesonia and the Reading Railroad Company 
for a number of reasons.  First, it had two water towers to feed the steam engines as they 
made their way between the East and West on the Reading Railway System.  Second, 
the Robesonia Station area had a wye.  What is a wye?  A wye is a place for the engine 
and cars to get off the main tracks and either back around or have repairs to couplers 
completed, engine worked on, or just to store a car or caboose for future repair.  Not all 
Stations had a wye and this made Robesonia Station complex special. 
 
The Robesonia Station was enlarged in 1860 and rebuilt in 1882.  The delivery of mail to 
Robesonia came by train and many times the trains did not stop, but threw the mail on 
the platform in front of the Station. 



Membership Renewal Form  (Check your mailing label for your current date of membership) 

 
                Date             Telephone Number 
 
 
        Name           Spouse 
 
         
  Street        
 
   
  City                State   Zip 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Please make checks payable and send along with Membership Form to Friends of the Robesonia  

Furnace, P.O. Box 162  Robesonia  PA   19551-0162 
Please enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you wish to have a membership card. 

     Yearly Amount Level      One Time Amount Level 
   $ 5.00 ____  Individual  $ 25.00 ____  Contributing  $ 100.00 ____  Life Member 
  $ 10.00 ____  Family   $ 50.00 ____  Sponsor 
        
 *Memberships for 2008 expire Dec. 31, 2008         *All donations are tax deductible 

Yes, please 
call me to  
help with the  
Annual Friends 
of the Robesonia 
Furnace Festival! 
 
Check here: 
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The Trains of Robesonia©-Continued 
 
One of the most memorable features of the Robesonia Station was the Lebanon Valley Sunday 
School picnic excursions by the Reading Railroad Company to Hershey Park between 1910-
1964.  Those of us old enough to remember the train rides, usually in August, always looked for-
ward to this special day.  The train ride capped off our summer and reminded the kids that a 
new school year was right around the corner.  During the years of World Wars I & II, troop 
trains would bring soldiers back to their hometowns and many emotional reunions took place at 
the Robesonia Station. 
 
In 1931, a young boy was born on Robeson St in Robesonia. His name was George W. Gerhart, 
II.  He was the son of Robert R Gerhart Sr. and Mae Ruth Moyer Gerhart and was named for 
his grandfather, George W. Gerhart who owned the Gerhart Store on Robeson St.  At age 15 or 
so, George W Gerhart, II began to get up early an walk the one block to the Robesonia Station 
area and take pictures and film of the trains.  The Trains of Robesonia began, and thus became 
the start of a photography career that lasted his entire lifetime.  The photography work by 
George W. Gerhart II is some of the finest of its kind in the country.  And it all began in Robe-
sonia.  On February 5, 2008, George passed away and his passing has opened up his vault of pho-
tographs and film that has been silent for over 50 years.  His work includes trains that passed 
through Robesonia with names such as “Queen of the Valley” and “Harrisburg Special”.  
George would position himself on the tracks to get that perfect shot and many times became 
friends with the train conductor and other employees on the train.  The pictures you are looking 
at as part of this article are the first public exposure from this vault of George’s passion and 
Robesonia history.  Two good childhood photographer friends of George who shared his keen 
eye and passion for the perfect shot are John Funk and Robert Wanner.  They are assisting with 
the restoration of George’s collection.  John and Robert rode the rails with George on the Read-
ing Rail Rambles and with The Reading Railfan Society to all parts of the country, from Chicago 
to Boston to New York to Miami and to Philadelphia, Atlantic City and Wildwood just to name a 
few.  The “Christmas Light Special” to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania was a favorite trip for children 
during the holiday season.  George sold tickets to these Rambles from his home on Robeson St 
along with Klines Store on Penn Ave. 
 
Special thanks to Robert R Gerhart, Jr., former Pennsylvania State Senator and brother of 
George, and to my cousin, Sallie Gerhart Light for helping to preserve the film legacy of our Un-
cle George.  Every picture or piece of film shows the love George W. Gerhart, II had for his 
hometown of Robesonia and The Trains of Robesonia. 

www.robesoniafurnace.org 
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The following is a report from the Long 
Range Planning Committee of their goals 
for the Robesonia Furnace Firehouse and 
property.   The committee also strives to 
assist with other areas in the furnace and 
other historic areas in the community.   
The Long Range Committee consists of 
Calvin  Yoh,   William  Williard,   Dave 
Becker,  Lester Breininger  and  Randy 
Gartner.  The committee looks for help in 
many ways, so if you have any time 
throughout the year please contact them. 
This list is not etched in stone, nor is it in 
any particular order.   
Items completed since meeting Nov 20, 
2000. 
1. Placed roof spouting on Fire House. 
2. Repaired two large wagon doors. 
3. Placed sign out front. 
4. Repaired cracks in block walls. 
5. Repaired and painted Switch Tenders 

Shanty, furnished with stove, table 
and bench of the period. 

6. Located and uncovered Switch Ten-
ders Shanty original cement founda-
tion. 

7. Purchased storage building. 
8.     Construct climate controlled room in  
         basement for office. 
9. Install ceiling lights on top floor. 
10. Acquired and installed computer. 
11. Clean out spring (part of tunnel  
 system.) 
12. Dehumidifier vented to outside. 
Items partially completed. 
1. Connect to borough water and sewer. 
2. Install restroom. 
3. Plant trees along Freeman Street. 
Items to be completed. 
1. Find property pins. 
2. Place outside light to illuminate sign 

and firehouse. 
3. Install burglar alarm. 
4. Replace lettered window over small 

door and repair door. 
5. Make study of tunnel systems. 
6. Construct pavilion. 
7. Reconstruct south entrance to tunnel. 
8. Replace Fire House metal roof with 

slate roof. 
9. Remove stone from portion of park-

ing area and place soil and seed. 
10. Repair stone wall. 
12.  Motion sensor lights front & back. 

 
           LONG RANGE PLANNING 

                                  Friends of the Robesonia Furnace Treasurers Report 
        Submitted by William Williard 06-30-08 

                                                                                     M.T.D.                             Y.T.D 
CHECKING ACCOUNT:                                       06/01/08                       07/01/08 
 
Balance:   Beginning……………………………   $23,705.79                        $18,951.07 
 
Receipts: 
Dues ..... ...................................................................... ............................         970.00 
Collectibles......................................…………………………………….                 75.00 
Books ...................................................................... ............................          100.00 
Bricks/Prints/Calendars.................   . .......................... ............................           
Banquet  ...................................................................... ............................  792.00 
Festival ..................................... 25.00 ....................... ............................       4,494.86 
Donations .................................................................... ............................              
Miscellaneous ............................................................. ............................       7,512.00                     
 
TOTAL RECEIPTS:............... $25.00 ...................... ............................   $32,894.93 
 
Disbursements: 
Utilities .................................... $22.61...................... ............................         451.20 
Postage/Box Rental ...................   58.00 ...................... ............................         365.28 
Newsletter ................................................................... ............................         540.00 
Banquet ...................................................................... ............................         907.47 
Supplies ..................................... 35.57 ....................... ............................         102.13 
Equipment ................................................................... ............................           23.00 
Real Estate Tax............................................................ ............................      1,252.09 
Insurance ..................................................................... ............................         500.00 
Festival .................................... 177.50 ...................... ............................      2,288.09 
Advertisements…………………………………………………………. 
Miscellaneous …………………………………………………………...           3,033.56                    
 
TTL DISBURSEMENTS:……$293.68………………….................... .      9,457.82   
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Open House/Homecoming 
 

The Friends will be hosting an Open House/
Homecoming on Sept 20th, 2008, from 10am to 3pm.  
This will be a “scaled down” version of the annual 
Furnace Festival.  The Firehouse museum will be 

open and we plan to have the new lower room com-
pleted, hosting artifacts and displays. Food, tours, 
and hayrides will add to the day.  Please visit and 
browse the hundreds of neat pictures and other 

memorabilia we are blessed to have in our collection. 

www.robesoniafurnace.org 
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The Harrisburg Special, Train #193, headed westbound at 
the Robesonia Station on May 6, 1951. 

Reading Company Train #218 at the Robesonia Station 
headed west in 1952. 

George W Gerhart, II Collection © George W Gerhart, II Collection © 

Reading Company’s Train #256 headed east at The Robe-
sonia Station in the Summer of 1952. 

Reading Company Train #305 headed west at Robesonia 
Station on May 10, 1951.  Note the roller mill to the left and 
the train warehouse to the right of the picture. 

Reading Company’s Trains #2118 and #812 just outside 
Robesonia in December 1951. 

George W Gerhart, II Collection © George W Gerhart, II Collection © 

George W Gerhart, II Collection © George W Gerhart, II Collection © 

Reading Company’s T-1 Train #2105 at the Robesonia Sta-
tion water towers in summer of 1951. 

Trains of Robesonia©-Photographs from the George W. Gerhart II Collection 



 

LIVING TREASURES 
 
The Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, Inc., being quite aware of the importance of arts and crafts, the historical 
significance and the architecture of our area, also recognize the value of our human resources.  Therefore, the 
program Living Treasures has been established to recognize the contributions of our citizens and organizations 
who have helped us toward our goals, encouraged us by their example and shared their storehouse of information 
with us. 
These criteria will be used by the Board of Directors to select the recipients of their annual award from the 
nominations received by February 23, 2009.  Any member of the Friends may submit a nomination form to: 
Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, Inc., Living Treasures, P.O. Box 162, Robesonia, PA   19551-0162.  If you 

wish to nominate someone by phone, please call the Friends President of the Board of Directors, Barbara 
Breininger at 610 693-5344. 

Suitable award ceremonies are to be conducted at the Annual Dinner Meeting.  For recipients unable to attend in 
person, private  arrangements will be made.  Past recipients are as follows: 
 
  1993: Floyd Umbles, Annie Plean, Wanda Gartner 1998: Cal Yoh, Randy Gartner, Donna Kuhn 
 1994: Anna Trupe, Ralph Putt     1999: Elmer Deppen, Barbara Orth 
 1995: Verna Gerhart, Lester Breininger   2000: Raymond Putt 
 1996: Harold Steif, Marge Baerncopf    2001: David Becker 
 1997: Corey Pieffer, William Williard   2002,2003,2004: No ceremony’s held   
 2005:  The Charles Murdough Family,  Wilson Hartranft, Barbara Breininger 
         2006: Nancy Snyder, Patricia Bright                            2007, Don And Charlotte Moyer 
         2008: Frances Yoh & Jeannie Boyer 
       
          These recipients cannot be nominated again.  Each member may vote for two candidates. 
          
 I hereby nominate 
 
 
        residing at   
        as a designated Living Treasure.  I believe the person (s) named above is (are) deserving for                  
 consideration because: 
  
  

  
 
 
 
          
 
  
 (use another paper for more writing space, if needed)          
       
 
 
 
 
 
             Member Signature      
              (Required) 
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Trains of Robesonia-Photographs from the George W. Gerhart II Collection 

Reading Company’s Train #3006 next to the Roller Mill at 
Robesonia Station in late fall 1951. 

The Reading Company’s Lebanon Valley Sunday School Her-
shey park Special at the Robesonia Station on Aug 4th 1951. 

Lyman Gerhart and Lewie Unger loading the mail at the 
Robesonia Station in the Gerhart Brothers Store truck for 
delivery to the Robesonia Post Office, 1952. 

Reading Company Train #190 delivering the mail for the 
Robesonia Station in April 1952. 

Reading Company’s Train #300 stopped just east of Robe-
sonia in summer of 1952. 

George W Gerhart, II Collection © 

George W Gerhart, II Collection © 

George W Gerhart, II Collection © 

George W Gerhart, II Collection © George W Gerhart, II Collection © 

George W. Gerhart II, Pho-
tographer, on the tracks east 
of Robesonia waiting for that 
“perfect shot” in the late fall 
of 1952. 



Festival Report  
 

We would like to thank all the volunteers who helped at the 20th Anniver-
sary Furnace Festival.  Although it was cool, the rain held off and it was a de-
cent day. Thanks to the South Mountain Rod and Kustom club for their help 
with the car show and cruise.  Special Thanks to out sponsors: 
 

Holts Remodeling 
D.P. Randler Mulch Outlets 

Mogel, Speidel, Bobb & Kerschner 
State Senator Mike Folmer 
John and Lynn Richardson 

Stackhouse Bensinger 
Paul and Susan Yatron 

Adelphia Kitchens 
Randy Gartner Sound & Electric 

Dr Cyril Leddy 
Johnny and Hons 

Ozgoods 
Zinn Insurance  

 

We are planning an Open House on Sept 20th from  10am-3pm.  Hopefully 
the new room of the museum will be finished by then. We will have many 
new displays and will be giving tours. Stop by, have some lunch, and see what 
we’ve been doing.   
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A few loose notes: 

 

Your membership expiration date is noted on the mailing label of the newsletter.  Please 
re-new your membership if it expires in 2008.   

 
Lester Breininger re-published a neat book on the Furnace and still has copies. They will 

be available at Open House/Homecoming. 
 

Special Thanks to Tom Gerhart for sharing his families pictures and stories included in 
this article.   



                                    Page 9 

Presidents Letter 
 
Dear Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, 
 
 The Open House/Homecoming will be September 20th – 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Firehouse, with tours, exhibits, food, canned music and fellowship.  
There will be a prize for guests who wear their high school class ring.  Hay-
rides and “fishing” for the children.  No crafts this year. 
 
 The Pioneer Hose Co. #1 firemen have asked us to store the old pumper 
in the Furnace Fire House as they are cramped for space – note it is not a gift 
to us – we would simply be “housing” it.  Still it would be nice to have it 
home again!  ~~ Even if only for a visit.  The board is asking numerous In-
surance companies for cost estimates to cover the additional storage. 
 
 We have water and sewer lines on our property – hopefully by the 20th 
they will be connected to the commode! 
 
 Plans are to record the gifts we receive plus the donors name on the com-
puter and we need help!  Please call if you have a desire to help 610-693-5344 
 
 Special thank you to Tom Gerhart for the “Trains that passed thru 
Robesonia” article with first time published photos in this issue.  We appre-
ciate the fact that Tom still has a warm place in his heart for his childhood 
home. 
 
 Thank you to the Jannsen Foundation for the grant (#2) to be used to “fix 
up” our second basement exhibit room. 
 
 Please come and see our progress. 
 
 Your membership date to the Friends of the Robesonia Furnace is noted 
on the mailing label of this newsletter.  Please renew your membership to our 
worthwhile organization before December 31, 2008 if your label has 08 or 
before.  This will save us the expense of sending reminder letters.  You may 
renew your membership at the “Homecoming” on September 20th. 
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Our first Living Treasure for 2008 is a char-
ter member of the Friends of the Robesonia 
Furnace Inc.  She has assisted with the festi-
val since 1989, serving as co-chair one year, 
working with memorabilia in the furnace 
firehouse, and working at the hamburger, 
hot dog and ice cream stands. 

 She recently took on the monumental task of preserving the Ruth 
and Helen Risser scrapbooks which are a life-long collection of Read-
ing Eagle and Reading Times articles about Robesonia residents, or-
ganizations, businesses and historical happenings.  Five scrapbooks are 
completed with more to come.  At the festivals many present and for-
mer Robesonia residents enjoy paging thru the volumes to see if they 
are included.  Frances is currently the secretary of the Friends of the 
Robesonia Furnace. 
 She graduated from Robesonia High School in 1951 where she 
played basketball, played the clarinet in the school band and was the pi-
ano accompanist for the choruses. 
 A sports enthusiast, she now follows the sports activities of her 
grandchildren and also their band, chorus and other school activities. 
 Frances has been an active member at St. Daniel’s Lutheran Church 
during her childhood and adult life. 
 Frances and her husband, Calvin, have three children, and seven 
grandchildren, all living in Berks County.  Calvin received a Living 
Treasure award in 1998. The Friends are blessed with the service and 
dedication of Frances and Cal. 

2008 Living Treasure: 

 
 

Frances Eckert-Yoh 
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2008 Living Treasure: 

 

Jean Mount-Boyer 

Jean is a charter member of the Friends since 1989.  Serv-
ing as co-chairperson with Donna Kuhn for four years has 
left many fond memories of the Furnace Festivals.  Re-
member “Cow Chip Bingo” and the cow costume?  It 
seemed as if Mother Nature never wanted to cooperate on 
Festival Day!  Decisions being made at the last moment as 
to should we hold the festival or not?  Serving as Publicity 
chairperson was a major role for Jean during the early 
1990’s.  One of the best memories of her association with 
the “Friends” was May 11, 1995, when the Firehouse was 
moved to its current location 

A childhood resident of Robesonia, Jean grew up on Elm St. with her parents, Ralph and Jean 
Mountz.  After marrying Gregory Boyer in 1969 and raising two sons, Matthew and Andrew, 
she remained active in the community as a volunteer Cub pack mother, secretary of the Robe-
sonia Cub Scouts committee, a librarian for the Robesonia Community Library, when it was 
housed in the Borough Hall on Church Street, as well as a member of the Board of Directors for 
many years.  She acts as recording secretary for various civic organizations.  She has been a 
member of Trinity Lutheran Church since 1955.  She and Greg have six lively grandchildren to 
help make their lives complete! 
 One activity of which she is most proud is coordinating the “Coats for Kids” collection in 
the Conrad Weiser Area for which she collects 100’s of coats each year for needy children of 
the area.  Jean also volunteers for the American Cancer Society “Daffodil Days” and the Angel 
Tree project.  Organizing the “Elaine Putt Bake Sale” and helping to collect funds for the 
“Elaine Putt Scholarship Fund” is another organization she is pleased to support.  In April of 
2008 she published a book honoring the Conrad Weiser Athletic Hall of Fame “Old Timer’s” 
inductees.  All this while still maintaining an active roll in the Furnace Friends activities.   
 She has been our membership secretary since she got her first computer.  This includes 
keeping an up to date membership list with addresses, printing labels for newsletter mailing, 
and delivering them on time — even when working in “The Sticky Wagon” a business Jean and 
husband, Greg, owned for 15 years. 
 Spending time cooking and working in her flower garden keep her busy after a busy day 
working in the Conrad Weiser Middle School Library for the past 37 years. 
 Though she has since moved from Robesonia, we honor her for her helpfulness. 

Living Treasures are announced and awarded each year at the Annual  Dinner Meeting.  Please 
fill out the nomination form on Page 6 if you know someone who deserves our formal “Thanks” 



Friends of the Robesonia Furnace 
P.O. Box 162 
Robesonia, PA   19551-0162 

�
 

Robesonia native and renowned photographer George W. Gerhart, II as guest conductor 
on The Reading Company’s No.215, Pacific Steamer class G-3 in early May of 1952. See 
more of his photography inside. 

George W Gerhart, II Collection © 


