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The Trains of Robesonia-The Reading Railroad Company, Lebanon

Valley Branch. The George W. Gerhatrt, Il Collecton e
By Thomas J. Gerhart

This year is a special year. Itis the 175th ann@érsary of the founding of the Philadel-
phia and Reading Railroad on April 4, 1833. In Robksonia, we celebrate the 152nd an-
niversary of the Robesonia Station and the arrivaDf the Reading Railroad to Robe-
sonia. The Lebanon Valley Railroad and the ReadinRailroad built the Robesonia Sta-
tion, water towers, and warehouse buildings in thenid 19th century. The station was
dismantled, piece by piece in 1957, moved, and rekhiwn a lot on 9th Street in New
Cumberland Pennsylvania. Today, the Robesonia Stiah serves as a model railroad
hobby shop owned and operated by Dick Wildman, theon of Augustus Wildman who
moved the Robesonia Station to New Cumberland.

The Robesonia Station was important to Robesonia drthe Reading Railroad Company
for a number of reasons. First, it had two water dwers to feed the steam engines as th
made their way between the East and West on the Riéiag Railway System. Second,
the Robesonia Station area had a wye. What is a @9 A wye is a place for the engine
and cars to get off the main tracks and either baclaround or have repairs to couplers
completed, engine worked on, or just to store a casr caboose for future repair. Not all
Stations had a wye and this made Robesonia Stati@omplex special.

The Robesonia Station was enlarged in 1860 and reitiun 1882. The delivery of mail to
Robesonia came by train and many times the trainsid not stop, but threw the mail on
the platform in front of the Station.
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Membership Renewal Form (Check your mailing laldelr your current date of membership
Date Telephone Number
Name Spouse
Street
City State Zip
Yes, please Yearly Amount Level One Time Amount Level
call me to $5.00 Individual $ 25.00 Contribgti $ 100.00 Life Member
help with the $10.00 Family $50.00 Sponsor
Annual Friends
of the Robesonia *Memberships for 2008 expire Dec. 31, 2008 *All donations are tax deductible
Furnace Festival!
Check here:
|:| Please make checks payable and send along with Membershipri to Friends of the Robesonia

Furnace, P.O. Box 162 Robesonia PA 19551-0162

Please enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you wadiave a membership card.

How about sharing with a friend or sending thenifangembershi@

2008 Friends Board of Directors
Barbara Breininger President
Donna Kuhn Vice President
Bill Williard Treasurer
Frances Yoh Secretary
Dennis Rentschler Board Member
Randy Gartner Board Member
Susan Yatron Board Member
Kathy Schweitzer Board Member
Calvin Yoh Long Range Planning
Lester P Breininger President Emeritus
Keith Rentschler Newsletter
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The Trains of Robesonia-Continued

One of the most memorable features of the Robesoration was the Lebanon Valley Sunday
School picnic excursions by the Reading Railroad Gopany to Hershey Park between 1910-
1964. Those of us old enough to remember the tramdes, usually in August, always looked for-
ward to this special day. The train ride capped dfour summer and reminded the kids that a
new school year was right around the corner. Durig the years of World Wars | & 11, troop
trains would bring soldiers back to their hometownsand many emotional reunions took place at
the Robesonia Station.

In 1931, a young boy was born on Robeson St in Radmia. His name was George W. Gerhart,
Il. He was the son of Robert R Gerhart Sr. and Madkuth Moyer Gerhart and was named for
his grandfather, George W. Gerhart who owned the Gi#art Store on Robeson St. At age 15 or
so, George W Gerhart, Il began to get up early an alk the one block to the Robesonia Station
area and take pictures and film of the trains. TheTrains of Robesonia began, and thus becamg
the start of a photography career that lasted hismire lifetime. The photography work by
George W. Gerhatrt Il is some of the finest of its kd in the country. And it all began in Robe-
sonia. On February 5, 2008, George passed away anmd passing has opened up his vault of ph
tographs and film that has been silent for over 5§ears. His work includes trains that passed
through Robesonia with names such as “Queen of thélley” and “Harrisburg Special”.

George would position himself on the tracks to gehat perfect shot and many times became
friends with the train conductor and other employes on the train. The pictures you are looking
at as part of this article are the first public expsure from this vault of George’s passion and
Robesonia history. Two good childhood photographefriends of George who shared his keen
eye and passion for the perfect shot are John Furdnd Robert Wanner. They are assisting with
the restoration of George’s collection. John and &bert rode the rails with George on the Read-
ing Rail Rambles and with The Reading Railfan Soctg to all parts of the country, from Chicago
to Boston to New York to Miami and to Philadelphia,Atlantic City and Wildwood just to name a
few. The “Christmas Light Special” to Bethlehem, nnsylvania was a favorite trip for children
during the holiday season. George sold tickets these Rambles from his home on Robeson St
along with Klines Store on Penn Ave.

Special thanks to Robert R Gerhart, Jr., former Pemsylvania State Senator and brother of
George, and to my cousin, Sallie Gerhart Light fohelping to preserve the film legacy of our Un{
cle George. Every picture or piece of film showse love George W. Gerhart, Il had for his
hometown of Robesonia and The Trains of Robesonia.

PLEA" :

WITH THE

READING RAILFAN SOCIE TY

D-
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LONG RANGE PLANNING

Submitted by William Williard 06-30-08

Friends of the Robesonia Furnace Treasurers Report

The following is a report from the Long

Range Planning Committee of their godl

for the Robesonia Furnace Firehouse arn

property. The committee also strives {0

assist with other areas in the furnace ah

other historic areas in the community.

The Long Range Committee consists df

Calvin Yoh, William Williard, Dave

Becker, Lester Breininger and Randy

Gartner. The committee looks for help|i

many ways, so if you have any time

throughout the year please contact thefn

This list is not etched in stone, nor is it Jn

any particular order.

Items completed since meeting Nov 20,

2000.

1. Placed roof spouting on Fire Hous

2. Repaired two large wagon doors.

3. Placed sign out front.

4. Repaired cracks in block walls.

5. Repaired and painted Switch Tendg
Shanty, furnished with stove, table
and bench of the period.

6. Located and uncovered Switch Ten
ders Shanty original cement founda1
tion.

7. Purchased storage building.

8. Construct climate controlled room|i

basement for office.

9. Install ceiling lights on top floor.

10. Acquired and installed computer.

11. Clean out spring (part of tunnel

system.)

12. Dehumidifier vented to outside.

Items partially completed.

1%

1. Connect to borough water and sewe

2. Install restroom.

3. Plant trees along Freeman Street.
Items to be completed.

1. Find property pins.

2. Place outside light to illuminate sigh

and firehouse.
Install burglar alarm.

pw

door and repair door.
Make study of tunnel systems.
Construct pavilion.

©ONo O

slate roof.

9. Remove stone from portion of park-§

ing area and place soil and seed.
10. Repair stone wall.
12. Motion sensor lights front & back.

Replace lettered window over smail

Replace Fire House metal roof with R

M.T.D.
CHECKING ACCOUNT: 06/01/08
Balance: Beginning..............cocevuviiininnnnn. $23,705.79

Receipts:

D10 1< P
(©00] 11T o111 o] [T,
BOOKS e ——— et et erert e ————
BrickS/PrintS/CaleNdarsS ........coocvever v oot e s eevee e e e e e e s e eeans
BaNQUEL ..o e
Festival ....coooovvviiiiiiieieieeees 25,00 e s

Disbursements:

ULIlItIES e Y 3
Postage/Box Rental ................... 58.00 et e
NSV 1= (T T
BANQUEL ... e
Supplies ..o 3587 i
EQUIPMENT ...ttt ettt eeeee eeeeae e eees
REAI ESTALE TaAX....uuiiiitiiie et ee e ee e e e et ceeeraeeeae e e et e seaaeee
TS0 | = [0 = PN
Festival ......ccooovviviiiiiiiiiieeee L7750 s e
AVEIISEMENES ... ettt e eaas
MiISCEIIANEOUS ...t e e,

Y.T.D
07/01/08

$18,951.0f

792.00
4,494.86

7,512.00

$32,894.93

451.20
53P8
540.00
907.47
102.13
23.00
1,252.09
500.00
2,288.09

3,058

9,457.82

Open House/Homecoming

The Friends will be hosting an Open House/ ¢
iHomecoming on Sept 20th, 2008, from 10am to 3p}
i This will be a “scaled down” version of the annualg
d Furnace Festival. The Firehouse museum will beg
s open and we plan to have the new lower room corg
Reconstruct south entrance to tunn@. pleted, hosting artifacts and displays. Food, tours
and hayrides will add to the day. Please visit anck

browse the hundreds of neat pictures and other §

Ememorabilia we are blessed to have in our collectick

www.robesoniafurnace.org
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Trains of Robesonia©-Photographs from the George WGerhart 1l Collection

The Harrisburg Special, Train #193, headed westbound at
the Robesonia Station on May 6, 1951.

Reading Company Train #218 at the Robesonia Station
headed west in 1952,

Reading Company’s Train #256 headed east at The Robe-
sonia Station in the Summer of 1952.

Reading Company Train #305 headed west at Robesonia
Station on May 10, 1951. Note the roller mill to theelft and
the train warehouse to the right of the picture.

Reading Company’s Trains #2118 and #812 just outside
Robesonia in December 1951.

Reading Company’s T-1 Train #2105 at the Robesonia Sta
tion water towers in summer of 1951.

www.robesoniafurnace.org
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LIVING TREASURES

The Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, Inc., being quiteeawf the importance of arts and crafts, the histg
significance and the architecture of our area, also recognizeathe of our human resources. Therefore
program Living Treasures has been established to recogniznirbutions of our citizens and organizati
who have helped us toward our goals, encouraged uslnyettample and shared their storehouse of inform
with us.
These criteria will be used by the Board of Directors élect the recipients of their annual award from
nominations received by February 23, 2009. Any memb#reofFriends may submit a nomination form to:
Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, Inc., Living Treasures, ©. Box 162, Robesonia, PA 19551-016H you
wish to nominate someone by phone, please call the Frienddditesi the Board of Directors, Barbara
Breininger at 610 693-5344.
Suitable award ceremonies are to be conducted diriveal Dinner Meeting. For recipients unable to attend
person, private arrangements will be made. Past recipierds &okows:

1993: Floyd Umbles, Annie Plean, Wanda Gartner  1998Y @l Randy Gartner, Donna Kuhn

1994: Anna Trupe, Ralph Putt 1999: Elmer Deppanb&a Orth
1995: Verna Gerhart, Lester Breininger 2000: Raymarnt P

1996: Harold Steif, Marge Baerncopf 2001: David Becker

1997: Corey Pieffer, William Williard 2002,2003,2D(No ceremony’s held
2005: The Charles Murdough Family, Wilson Hartralaéitbara Breininger

2006: Nancy Snyder, Patricia Bright 2007, Don And Charlotte Moyer

2008: Frances Yoh & Jeannie Boyer

These recipients cannot be nominated again. Each memlyerateafor two candidates.

| hereby nominate

residing at
as a designated Living Treasure. | believe the pers¢s) named above is (are) deserving for

consideration because:

(use another paper for more writing space, if needed)

Member Signature
(Required)

rical
the
bNs

Qtion

the

www.robesoniafurnace.org




Page 7

Trains of Robesonia-Photographs from the George WGerhart Il Collection

Reading Company’s Train #3006 next to the Roller Mill at
Robesonia Station in late fall 1951.

The Reading Company’s Lebanon Valley Sunday School Her-
shey park Special at the Robesonia Station on Aug 4t19%1.

Reading Company Train #190 delivering the mail for the
Robesonia Station in April 1952.

Reading Company’s Train #300 stopped just east of Robe-
sonia in summer of 1952.

Lyman Gerhart and Lewie Unger loading the mail at the
Robesonia Station in the Gerhart Brothers Store truck for
delivery to the Robesonia Post Office, 1952.

George W. Gerhart Il, Pho-
tographer, on the tracks east
of Robesonia waiting for that
“perfect shot” in the late fall
of 1952.

www.robesoniafurnace.org
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Festival Report

We would like to thank all the volunteers who helpd at the 20th Anniver-
sary Furnace Festival. Although it was cool, theain held off and it was a der
cent day. Thanks to the South Mountain Rod and Kustm club for their help
with the car show and cruise. Special Thanks to dsponsors:

Holts Remodeling
D.P. Randler Mulch Outlets
Mogel, Speidel, Bobb & Kerschner
State Senator Mike Folmer
John and Lynn Richardson
Stackhouse Bensinger
Paul and Susan Yatron
Adelphia Kitchens
Randy Gartner Sound & Electric
Dr Cyril Leddy
Johnny and Hons
Ozgoods
Zinn Insurance

We are planning an Open House on Sept 20th from aéh-3pm. Hopefully
the new room of the museum will be finished by therWe will have many

new displays and will be giving tours. Stop by, havsome lunch, and see what
we’ve been doing.

H H B BB EEEEEEEEEEE N
A few loose notes:

Your membership expiration date is noted on the mding label of the newsletter. Please
re-new your membership if it expires in 2008.

Lester Breininger re-published a neat book on the &nace and still has copies. They will
be available at Open House/Homecoming.

Special Thanks to Tom Gerhart for sharing his familes pictures and stories included in
this article.

A A E B EEEEEEEEEEEHSN

www.robesoniafurnace.org




Page 9

Presidents Letter

Dear Friends of the Robesonia Furnace,

The Open House/Homecoming will be September $6- 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Firehouse, with tours, exhibits, food, canremusic and fellowship.
There will be a prize for guests who wear their hig school class ring. Hay-
rides and “fishing” for the children. No crafts this year.

The Pioneer Hose Co. #1 firemen have asked us tore the old pumper
in the Furnace Fire House as they are cramped fompsice — note it is not a gif
to us — we would simply be “housing” it. Still itwould be nice to have it
home again! ~~ Even if only for a visit. The boar is asking numerous In-
surance companies for cost estimates to cover thdditional storage.

We have water and sewer lines on our property — efully by the 20"
they will be connected to the commode!

Plans are to record the gifts we receive plus thdonors name on the com-
puter and we need help! Please call if you havedesire to help 610-693-534

Special thank you to Tom Gerhart for the “Trains that passed thru
Robesonia” article with first time published photosin this issue. We appre-
ciate the fact that Tom still has a warm place in Is heart for his childhood
home.

Thank you to the Jannsen Foundation for the gran{#2) to be used to “fiX
up” our second basement exhibit room.

Please come and see our progress.

Your membership date to the Friends of the Robesaa Furnace is noted
on the mailing label of this newsletter. Please new your membership to our
worthwhile organization before December 31, 2008 four label has 08 or
before. This will save us the expense of sendingminder letters. You may
renew your membership at the “Homecoming” on Septeimer 20".
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2008 Living Treasure:
Frances Eckert-Yoh

Our first Living Treasure for 2008 is a char-
ter member of the Friends of the Robesonia
Furnace Inc. She has assisted with the festi-
val since 1989, serving as co-chair one year,
working with memorabilia in the furnace
firehouse, and working at the hamburger,

hot dog and ice cream stands.

She recently took on the monumental task of prasgmhe Ruth
and Helen Risser scrapbooks which are a life-lmigction of Read-
ing Eagle and Reading Times articles about Robas@sidents, or-
ganizations, businesses and historical happenifyg scrapbooks are
completed with more to come. At the festivals mpmsent and for-
mer Robesonia residents enjoy paging thru the vetuin see if they
are included. Frances is currently the secretatiyeoFriends of the
Robesonia Furnace.

She graduated from Robesonia High School in 19%drevshe
played basketball, played the clarinet in the sthaod and was the pi-
ano accompanist for the choruses.

A sports enthusiast, she now follows the spottisities of her
grandchildren and also their band, chorus and attieool activities.

Frances has been an active member at St. Dabigheran Church
during her childhood and adult life.

Frances and her husband, Calvin, have three ehilénd seven
grandchildren, all living in Berks County. Calvieceived a Living
Treasure award in 1998. The Friends are blesséudthetservice and
dedication of Frances and Cal.

www.robesoniafurnace.org
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2008 Living Treasure:
Jean Mount-Boyer

Jean is a charter member of the Friends since 1988v-
ing as co-chairperson with Donna Kuhn for four geaas
left many fond memories of the Furnace Festiv&ls-
member “Cow Chip Bingo” and the cow costume? It
seemed as if Mother Nature never wanted to cooperat
Festival Day! Decisions being made at the last enras
to should we hold the festival or not? ServingPablicity
chairperson was a major role for Jean during thiy ea
1990’s. One of the best memories of her assoaiatith
the “Friends” was May 11, 1995, when the Firehouas

moved to its current location

A childhood resident of Robesonia, Jean grew uglomSt. with her parents, Ralph and Jean
Mountz. After marrying Gregory Boyer in 1969 amdsing two sons, Matthew and Andrew,
she remained active in the community as a volur@egr pack mother, secretary of the Robe-
sonia Cub Scouts committee, a librarian for thedgobia Community Library, when it was
housed in the Borough Hall on Church Street, as ageh member of the Board of Directors for
many years. She acts as recording secretary fimugacivic organizations. She has been a
member of Trinity Lutheran Church since 1955. 8hé Greg have six lively grandchildren to
help make their lives complete!

One activity of which she is most proud is cooadiing the “Coats for Kids” collection in
the Conrad Weiser Area for which she collects 100'soats each year for needy children of
the area. Jean also volunteers for the Americart&@&Society “Daffodil Days” and the Angel
Tree project. Organizing the “Elaine Putt BakeeSahd helping to collect funds for the
“Elaine Putt Scholarship Fund” is another organaashe is pleased to support. In April of
2008 she published a book honoring the Conrad Weiggetic Hall of Fame “Old Timer’s”
inductees. All this while still maintaining an sgt roll in the Furnace Friends activities.

She has been our membership secretary since shergfirst computer. This includes
keeping an up to date membership list with addeegsinting labels for newsletter mailing,
and delivering them on time — even when workingTihe Sticky Wagon” a business Jean and
husband, Greg, owned for 15 years.

Spending time cooking and working in her flowerdgm keep her busy after a busy day
working in the Conrad Weiser Middle School Libréoy the past 37 years.

Though she has since moved from Robesonia, werli@ndor her helpfulness.

Living Treasures are announced and awarded each yeat the Annual Dinner Meeting. Please
fill out the nomination form on Page 6 if you knowsomeone who deserves our formal “Thanks”
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Robesonia native and renowned photographer George VGerhart, Il as guest conductor
on The Reading Company’s No.215, Pacific Steamerasls G-3 in early May of 1952. See
more of his photography inside.
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