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A Short History of the Robesonia Furnace
The Robesonia Furnace was established in 1794 by @ge Ege, who also owned the
Charming Forge property, and the Berkshire Furnace southwest of Wernersville,
which he abandoned for a larger water supply and me@ wood. He also owned and op-
erated the Schuylkill Forge in Port Clinton. The Robesonia Furnace originally called
the Reading Furnace, consisted of about 6,000 acresland, much of it wooded. This
was important as charcoal was used in the productioof pig iron until Henry Robeson,
originally of Manada Gap, Dauphin County, changed lhe operation to an anthracite coal
furnace. Coal as brought to Charming Forge by canldoat and hauled by mule team to
the Robesonia Furnace. Between May 10 and Dec 852, 45 boat loads of stove coal
were received, averaging 33 tons each. Pig Iron@duction at this time was some 40
tons per week. In 1854 a new stack increased proction about 250 tons per week. Un-
til the railroad came in 1857, iron was hauled to Rading by mule teams. With the im-
minent coming of the railroad, Henry Robeson planné the town of Robeson in 1855,
which soon became Robesonia.

The furnace area was very much a company type towwith company housing, an office
which paid in cash as no local bank existed, a gtimill, orchard, gas generated plant,
stocked a store in town at one time, a creamery spped by a heard of prize winning
Guernsey’s, Union Chapel (now trinity Lutheren) wasestablished in 1869, and a gravity
water system 1870. The collapse of the new stack1884 resulted in the death of seven
men and the injury of many others. In 1855 the Roésonia Iron Company, Limited ac-
quired control of the business for $850,000. In #hearly 1920’s an automatic fill method
and automatic “pig” casting machine was added to tb improvement which greatly in-
creased production.

Continued on page 3
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A Short History of the Robesonia Furnace (continuep

During all these years the iron ore, coming from tk famous Cornwall Ore Mines of Leba
non County, was free (not counting the cost of ming) due to an old ore right deeded to
George Ege in 1786 by Peter Grubb III.

To produce pig iron one needs an ore that contaires good quality of iron, fuel (charcoal
in early days, coal and later on coke made from cteaand limestone for flux, forcing a hot
air blast into the combustion chamber-stack produaig enough heat to cause the iron to
“melt” out of the rock like ore, be tapped out andrun into big grooves in cast house bed
producing “pigs” of iron. Lighter weight molten waste was run off into big ladles and
hauled onto the cinder bank and dumped.

With the acquisition of of the Cornwall Mines by Behlehem Steel, the ore drain was in-
tolerable for this big business, and in April of 127, Bethlehem Steel acquires the Robe-
sonia Furnace property and dismantled it. After 139, the property of some 1,200 acres

was divided up and individual homes sold off. Théurnace is no more, but the area of the

southern part of the borough is still called “the tirnace”. While the miles of picket fence
are gone, a certain quaintness and aura of casuaihg still lingers here. Only walls and
ruins of the industry remain, but an array of architectural forms survives in the homes
associated with the growth and development of ther@a. These structures are of such
significance that the Robesonia Survey Historic Diact was placed in the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places in America.

They include a Georgian Furnace Mansion, used alteately by owners, superintendents,
managers etc. An ltalianate Stone Victorian officduilding presently used as a lodge hal
and the site of the Furnace Festival sponsored bia¢ Friends of the Robesonia Furnace,
Inc., several early Germanic stone cabins, some dailVictorian stone duplexes and secon
Empire Victorian Manor house.
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Special Thanks:
To Calvin Yoh and to Mr. and Mrs. Dave Rohrbach fortheir help in securing a grant
from the Janseen Foundation to help continue the ypades to the Furnace Firehouse.
Their efforts are truly appreciated by the Friendsand by all.




LONG RANGE PLANNING

The following is a report from the Long
Range Planning Committee of their godl
for the Robesonia Furnace Firehouse 3r
property. The committee also strives 10
assist with other areas in the furnace ah
other historic areas in the community.
The Long Range Committee consists df
Calvin Yoh, William Williard, Dave
Becker, Lester Breininger and Randy
Gartner. The committee looks for helpli
many ways, so if you have any time

throughout the year please contact the
This list is not etched in stone, nor is it |1
any particular order.
Items completed since meeting Nov 20,
2000.

1. Placed roof spouting on Fire Housg¢

2. Repaired two large wagon doors.

3. Placed sign out front.

4. Repaired cracks in block walls.

5. Repaired and painted Switch Tendd
Shanty, furnished with stove, table
and bench of the period.

6. Located and uncovered Switch Ten
ders Shanty original cement founda;
tion.

7. Purchased storage building.

8. Construct climate controlled room|i

basement for office.

9. Install ceiling lights on top floor.

10. Acquired and installed computer.

11. Clean out spring (part of tunnel
system.)
12. Dehumidifier vented to outside.

Items partially completed.

1. Install restroom.

2. Plant trees along Freeman Street.
Items to be completed.

1. Connect to borough water and sew

2. Find property pins.

3. Place outside light to illuminate sigh
and firehouse.

4. Install burglar alarm.

5. Replace lettered window over small
door and repair door.

6. Make study of tunnel systems.

7. Construct pavilion.

8. Reconstruct south entrance to tunnel:

9. Replace Fire House metal roof with
slate roof.

10. Remove stone from portion of park-

ing area and place soil and seed.
11. Repair stone wall.
12. Motion sensor lights front & back.
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Friends of the Robesonia Furnace Treasurers Report
Submitted by William Williard
M.T.D. Y.T.D
CHECKING ACCOUNT: 12/01/06 07/01/06
Balance: Beginning............c.cooevveviiininnnnn. $12,093.90 $13,,675.42
Receipts:
DUES..... oo BAB.D...cooiiee e e 655.00
Collectibles..........ccoovveeereeeinnnnn. 180.00.... it e 555.00
BOOKS i, 20.00. ... s 20.00
Bricks/PrintS/CalendarsS .........cccceeee v eeeiiiei et e
BaANQUET ..oeviieiiei e e ——
Festival ......ccooeveiiiiiiieieiie, (¢ O T 3,383.26
[ L0 T F= 1110 1 25.00
MISCEITANEOUS ....eeeeeeeeeee ettt ettt ee et e e e ee e e e e e e eaaaeees 174.40
TOTAL RECEIPTS: ... s $248.00......cccevennn. $18,568.48
Disbursements:
ULIlItIES weveeeiieeee e BB 260.96
Postage/Box Rental ................... 37.80 e e 37.80
[NV (=31 (]
BaANQUET ... e
SUPPHES ..t e e aae e e e e an—— 358.04
[0 01T o] 3 1 =T o | SO 510.00
Real Estate TaX.........ccoeeeveereennen. $98.83 e e, 1,105.43
[T U T = = 501.00
[T SYY 1177 | 2,687.40
Advertisements
Miscellaneous *House tour ad 35.00.............. 4713.90
TTL DISBURSEMENTS: ..., $206.95................ $6,433.53

In April 2007, the Friends received a grant from tke Henry

elJanssen Foundation. Jane and David Rohrbach helpad

apply for the grant, which will be used for improvements at
the Furnace Firehouse. Thank you to June and DawRohr-
bach and the trustees of the Foundation. The monewill pay
for the installation of a bathroom, a closet, a hotvater

heater, a space heater and hook up to the boroughater and
sewer systems. As of this date we have engagedwanber
and an excavation contractor to do the work. We eect
completion by this fall. This project will be a fne addition to
our museum.

Calvin Yoh- Long Range Planning
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Breaking News!!

Furnace Festival Update

Some changes are in store. Due to the fact that \at festivals have not beer
as financially successful as previous ones, we halecided to do something
different both this year and next. This Septemberthe Festival will once
again be held the third Saturday in September, th&5th. In an attempt to
make more of a profit, the festival will be a litte more laid back and it will be
held at the Furnace Firehouse. The reason for this you don't have to park
in the lot and walk to the Furnace Office. You parkand walk 50 ft and
you're there. It will also be easier for us to setip since most of our gear is ei;
ther in the basement of the Firehouse or in the skle Since we're getting
older, easier is better. We will have historical diplays on both floors and
food and games will be in the rear on the lower leal.

Next year, 2009 will be the twentieth anniversary fathe Furnace Festival.
The big changes for next year will be moving the &ival from September to
May and moving it downtown to the Robesonia Borouglravilion.

We have done that for two reasons. First, there sees to be so much going on
In September that moving it to the spring may allowmore people to attend.
Second, we feel that having it in town would allownore people to walk to thg
festival. Again, having it at the pavilion will m&ke things somewhat easier
since the pavilion has a roof which means settingpufewer tents. They also
have picnic tables which means renting less gear.We we don't have all our
planning finished, we really want to make it specia

If everything works out, we may in fact have two egnts a year. The laid
back festival with historic displays in the fall ,and the bigger entertainment
oriented event downtown.

Furnace Festival Date:
September 15, 2007 11am-4pm
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LIVING TREASURES

The Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, Inc., beuig @qware of the importance of arts and crafts,Historical
significance and the architecture of our area, adsmgnize the value of our human resources. Torerethe
program Living Treasures has been establisheddogréze the contributions of our citizens and oigationg
who have helped us toward our goals, encouragdyy tiseir example and shared their storehouse ofrimtion
with us.
These criteria will be used by the Board of Direstto select the recipients of their annual awawinf the
nominations received by February 23, 2008. Any imemof the Friends may submit a nomination form to:
Friends of the Robesonia Furnace, Inc., Living Tresures, P.O. Box 162, Robesonia, PA 19551-016Ryou
wish to nominate someone by phone, please calfieads President of the Board of Directors, Baabar
Breininger at 610 693-5344.

Suitable award ceremonies are to be conductec dtrthual Dinner Meeting. For recipients unable to attend
person, private arrangements will be made. Rafpients are as follows:

1993: Floyd Umbles, Annie Plean, Wanda Gartner 981€al Yoh, Randy Gartner, Donna Kuhn

1994: Anna Trupe, Ralph Putt 1999: Elmer DepjBarbara Orth
1995: Verna Gerhart, Lester Breininger 2000:Rayd Putt

1996: Harold Steif, Marge Baerncopf 2001: DaBatker

1997: Corey Pieffer, William Williard 2002,20@804: No ceremony’s held
2005: The Charles Murdough Family, Wilson HarttaRarbara Breininger

2006: Nancy Snyder, Patricia Bright 2007: Don & Charlotte Moyer

These recipients cannot be nominated again. Eaahlmer may vote for two candidates.

| hereby nominate

residing at
as a designated Living Treasure. | beliewhe person (s) named above is (are) deserving for
consideration because:

(use another paper for more writing space, if neestl)

>

Member Signature
(Required)
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Presidents Letter

Dear Friends of the Robesonia Furnace,

Please stop by the firehouse on September 15 to skee excellent
job Raymond Putt did on repairing the large showcass. The new
mirrors on the back and sliding door gives them clas! We are in
receipt of about 20 pictures of Richland Knitting Mill (in Robe-
sonia) dated 1932 sent to us by J.C. Gerharts widow

Another donation is a group of letters containing oders on the
Robesonia Iron Company Limited letter head to FredMoyer,
Robesonia for various sized pieces of lumber datek®10-1912, and
signed SB Patterson, Supt.

The Board voted to pay $150 for a 1/3 share in aaded trailer. The
June 23 community yard sale in which we participaté was not lu-
crative. The Board made most of the purchases.

Due to an increase of $10,000 to our Real Estategessment, (now
$54,600) we are applying (for the second time) f@an exemption,
which all the neighboring museums already have. Hing out the
form in no easy task! Wish us luck,

Sincerely,

President

Be sure to visit our website:

www.robesoniafurnace.org
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Letterhead from Robesonia’s yesteryear...
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See these, and other neat old things at the Furnaé&ehouse!
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Memories of 1950’s Robesonia

By Gene A. Lutz
As my 60th birthday rapidly approaches, | sometimeshink back on what life was like
growing up in small town Robesonia back in the 1953€. Back then, a shopping excursion
to Reading stores such as Pomeroy’s was an excitiagent, the Conrad Weiser Jointure
was formed and the Robesonia School District was nonger a stand alone entity, a new
development (Fry Manor) was being built to the norheast of town. Here are just a few
childhood memories of places and happenings in ttiRobesonia of 50 years ago...

Bright's Drug store: | can still remember the bigselection of comic books available therg.

| was a big Disney fan in those days and looked faiard to each months issue of “Walt

Disney’s Comics and Stories”, in particular, the Mckey Mouse serial it contained. And to

the left the “Classics lllustrated” comics could befound, another favorite of mine.

Seitz’'s Gas Station: Only a block away from my pants home, the popsicles sold there

were a special treat on hot summer days. As a ctijll was interested in maps and got se
eral (free) Esso maps there, including one of NeWork City and Long Island, dated 1954,
which | still have.

Pioneer Movie Theatre: Sometimes, when I'm at theew multiplex movie theatres at the
local malls, it seems hard to imagine that once tihe was a movie house here in Robeson
Although it closed it the 1950’s, | can still remerber two movies | saw there: Disney’s
“Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs” (I had nightmaresabout the wicked witch after-
wards!) and Elephant Walk”, whose rampaging elephats, rather than Elizabeth Taylor,
left an impression on me.

Blue Jay: Being younger, to me this was not Robeasia’s popular teenage hangout but
rather where | could get especially tasty ham on 1i&s (with plenty of mayonnaise but hold
the onions please)

Playground: Before the Robesonia Pool opened, summaayground had both morning
and afternoon sessions as | recall. Playing fougsares, ping pong, crafts, it seemed like
there were always things to do. One year, | partipated in the county storytelling contest
and won an award. Occasionally, movies were shovimthe evening after darkness had
fallen; | believe “The Glenn Miller Story” was one of them which | saw.

a.

There was also the time that many of us kids at thelayground accompanied the play-
ground leader on a bicycle hike. We left the playgund, biked over to Charming Forge,
then over to the Womelsdorf-Rehrersburg Rd, countryroads to Stouchsburg before trav-
eling back to Womelsdorf and then Robesonia.

Robesonia Pioneers: | went with my father to sevetd@ioneers baseball games in the
1950’s. We would sit in the grandstand as the teamwhich | can still remember my Dad
telling me about Betz Klopp, who was from Robesoniand had been a terrific pitcher for
the Pioneers in years past, and how he made it tbe big leagues with the Boston Braves
during WWII years.

Continued on Page 11
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Memories of 1950’s Robesoniaont.

Bob Klines: | believe my parents purchased theirifst black and white television from his
store around 1954 or thereabouts. Children’s showsuch as Sally Starr's Popeye Theatre
became favorite viewing pleasures of mine, and | naalso remember my parents regularly
tuning in to the Milton Berle (Uncle Milty) Show in the evening. After the television ar-
rived, the radio was listened to less and less, atiugh the Santa Fe Rangers were still a
staple in our house at about 5:30 in the afternoon.still have a copy (somewhat battered)
of the GE Radio 1958 Baseball Guide that | pickeduat Bob Klines that year.

Robesonia State Bank: This is where my sister wodd after graduating from Robesonia
High School. When | was eleven, my parents persuad me to open my first savings ac-
count there with four dollars as the initial deposi, a big amount to me then— the equiva-
lent of 40 comic books! The Post Office was in theame building then and the mail was
delivered twice a day, in the morning and in the @&rnoon. A letter cost 3 cents (Pres Jef-
ferson on the stamp) to mail, and a post card wascents (Pres John Adams on the stamp)

The Furnace: | enjoyed riding my bicycle on South Gurch St from my parents home
near the railroad up to the Furnace area, to the bidge and falls. Afterwards, coasting
back downhill was fun; feeling the breeze and passj the cornfields at the side of the
road. The Furnace was almost like another world-guiet place, time seemed to pass by.
The only business | can remember in the Furnace asewas a hosiery mill in a building on
South Church St near the mansion.

Hershey Excursions: | went to Hershey Park with aouple of the yearly Sunday School
excursions in the late 1950's. | believe by thaime the Robesonia train station was gone.
Besides the park, the train ride was a thrill itsef: stopping at all the stations along the way
(Womelsdorf, Sheridan, Richland) journeying throughthe Pennsylvania Dutch country-
side. Living on S Church St near the railroad, | vas fascinated by trains and always
looked forward to Christmas and setting up our modetrain with its Plasticville accesso-
ries.

Centennial Celebration of 1955: | don't remember mich about Robesonia’s centennial
festivities except for attending the historical pagant which was presented at the outdoor
Memorial Amphitheatre near St Daniels Church. | have a copy of the Centennial book
and souvenir pig iron my parents bought back then s keepsakes for me.

So many memories. Of the baseball cards you coutdirchase at the local grocery stores
like Henry’s...of going to Himmelreichs Grove...of atending the Robesonia Elementary

School...of playing slam sided baseball games on tdemond across the street from my

parents home...

This is how | remember 1950’s Robesonia...



Then...

Loading “pigs” into railcar at present day
corner of Furnace St and Freeman St. Ar-
rows point to the same area of the low stone
wall, still visible along Furnace ST.

Now..

Friends of the Robesonia Furnace

P.O. Box 162
Robesonia, PA 19551-0162



